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September, 2025
Don’t believe the Devil’s lies, Trust the Truth of Jesus.
In our last newsletter, we considered the angels - God’s servants -  and some popular misconceptions about them.  We also briefly mentioned some false ideas about those angels who rebelled against God.  Incorrect ideas about the devil and the demons who follow him cause people to either be unconcerned about them or cause undue fear.  Jesus said about the devil, He was a murderer from the beginning and did not remain standing in the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he lies, he speaks from what is his, because he is a liar and the father of lying (John 8:44 EHV). The devil lies to deceive people into living apart from the Savior.
Some common false ideas about the devil give him more power or authority than what he really owns. It is no different than the devil tempting Jesus to bow and worship him when he tempted Jesus in the wilderness.  In those temptations recorded in the Gospel of Luke, the devil claimed more power and authority than were his.  Jesus is true God and when he became flesh, he set aside the full use of his divine attributes.  He truly became a human being with a human being’s physical limitations and needs.  He was truly tempted by the devil to sins of pride and selfishness.  Our Savior resisted and the devil left him.
A popular misunderstanding is that the devil is a warden of hell or in charge of putting people into that eternal punishment.  The Bible describes the devil as an inmate in the prison who is enduring punishment.  Hell was designed as the place for the fallen angels to spend eternity.  Since sin entered the world, sinning humans also deserve that same condemnation.  As the Apostle Peter wrote, For if God did not spare angels when they sinned but handed them over to chains of darkness by casting them into hell, to be kept under guard for judgment (2 Peter 2:4 EHV)…
Another facet of this falsehood that is told about the devil is that he can buy souls.  The familiar play by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Faust, includes the idea that one can sell his or her soul to the devil and gain favors from him.  This idea is the subject of innumerable movies and books.  As an inmate, the devil does not have the power to buy or steal a soul.  He does lead sinners away from God our Savior and into hell by his lies and false teachings.  He seeks to cause us to doubt God’s word, his commands, and his promises.  The Bible tells us to watch out for the devil’s deceptions.   Have sound judgment. Be alert. Your adversary the Devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.  Resist him by being firm in the faith (1 Peter 5:8,9 EHV).  
When the devil tempted our Savior, Jesus resisted him by using God’s word to combat the devil’s lies.  Knowing what the Bible says, we can identify the lies for what they are.  The complacency or fear those lies encourage need not plague us.  The devil as a created being is subject to God as all God’s creation is.  God does not make the devil do evil.  That he does by his own will.  Jesus defeated the devil’s schemes through his vicarious sacrifice for the sins of the world.  He continues to defeat them as we, his people, study his word and turn away from the falsehoods that would threaten our eternal salvation.
 So, submit yourselves to God. Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you.  Come near to God, and he will come near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded people.  Lament, mourn, and weep. Let your laughter be changed into mourning and your joy into gloom.   Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he will lift you up (James 4:7-10 EHV).
The Lord is the one who has redeemed us.  He is the one who lifts us up from the guilt and the despair of our sins.  He who defeated the devil continues to deliver us from evil until he delivers us fully by taking us to our heavenly home which he has prepared.  He strengthens our faith through the gospel in word and sacrament.  He gives us his word which cuts through the lies of the world, the devil, and our sinful nature.  While we live here on earth, we watch out for the devil’s lies and we find true comfort and hope in the Bible.
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can stand against the schemes of the Devil.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  For this reason, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to take a stand on the evil day and, after you have done everything, to stand.  Stand, then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness fastened in place, and with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace tied to your feet like sandals.  At all times hold up the shield of faith, with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the Evil One.  Also take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God (Ephesians 6:10-17 EHV).

[bookmark: _Hlk137627029]Council Minutes
Attendance: 
	Mike Meeker
	X
	Ken Hielke
	X
	Justen Niemuth
	

	TJ Sitter
	X
	Rick Retelle
	
	Josh Niemuth
	X

	Tim Lynch
	X
	David Smith
	
	Dwyane Wichman
	X

	Pastor Sheppard
	X
	
	
	
	


President Mike Meeker called the meeting to order at 5:30pm 
Pastor Sheppard opened the meeting with a devotion
Secretary Report: June 10th  monthly meeting approved as printed: Motion:  by TJ  2nd by DuWayne W.
Treasurers Report: Accepted June Treasurers report: Motion Ken H. Second Tim L.
Talked about splitting taking some of the CD that is maturing and using some for tuition for 2025-2026. The interest money could be rolled over to the general funds.
Worship Elder Report: Josh / Pastor on contemporary service for summer; ideas from Faith in FDL.
Support Elder Report: Pews - no update; Glass windows cleaning- no update. Bird bath pump is bad – more than likely not putting back in place. Motion by Ken and seconded by DuWayne to accept the stump quote from A&H tree service. 
Member Nurture Elders Report. Tim/Pastor reach out to members not attending. Motion made by Tim L. and seconded by TJ to release 11 members. (See List) Confirmands Christian Gonzalez, Bennett Mack and Ben Weiske motion by Tim and seconded by DuWayne to approve.
Family Nurture Elders: Pine car derby tbd, Get cars earlier and ask outside people (kids) to be involved;  Possible Herd Faith night in November.
Evangelism Elders Report Brat Fry thank members for helping;; Mt. zion Fest is sept 7 ; Youth group is planning movie night or bonfire. 
Pastors Report: 

I. Devotion
4 I say this so that no one deceives you with persuasive speech that sounds reasonable. 5 For though I am absent bodily, I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your orderliness and the firmness of your faith in Christ.
6 Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to walk in him, 7 by being rooted and built up in him, and strengthened in the faith just as you were taught, while you overflow in faith with thanksgiving.
(Colossians 2:4-7 EHV)

II. Ministry of the Word
1. Milage: June 	TBA
2. Sunday School: Concluded for the summer.
3. Bible Study:  Bible classes are on recess for the summer months.
4. Confirmation: Confirmation is recessed for the summer.
5. Bible Information Class: I have one couple in classes.
6. Shut-ins: Continuing to visit and administer communion.
III. Statistics
	June  2025
	Total
	Average
	2nd 
Quarter Totals
	2nd
Quarterly Ave.
	Year to Date Ave.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Worship Attendance
	447
	90 (5 Sundays)
	1351
	113
	108

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Communion Attendance
	152
	76 (2 Sundays)
	442
	73
	73

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Private Communion
	24
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bible Information
Class Attendance
	8
	2 (4 classes)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Bible Study Attendance
	0
	0 (0 Classes)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hospital Visits
	6
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pastoral Counseling Visits
	27
	
	
	
	



Old Business:  New tables to put bulletins etc. will be made by Ken Heilke. 
New Business: More hymnals needed. $30 each. Letter from Synod for Pastor and Sue to go to a retreat. Appoved and put into budget. New projector motion made by Ken Seconded by Tim to accept the quote. Church council needs nominating committee for October election. 5 seats will need to be filled. Evangelism, Vice President/Financial Secretary, Member Nuture Elder, Treasurer, and Support ElcerNext meeting August 12th 5:30pm
Motion to Adjourn: Motion: Ken H.  2nd TJ Sitter at 7:10 PM
Closing Prayer Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 





General Announcements 
[bookmark: _Hlk204764537]Thursday Services
Thursday services have concluded for the year. They will begin again after Memorial Day of 2026.

Bible Studies
Tuesday and Sunday Bible studies begin on September 9th and 14th respectively. Tuesday’s study continues with the book of John; Sunday’s study will be watching season 5 of The Chosen. 

Catechism Class
Catechism Class for 6th – 8th grades will start on September 14th. Classes will again be on Sunday evenings from 5-7pm.  Parents, please come to the first class at 5pm for a short meeting with the pastor.

Private Communion
Pastor Sheppard is happy to offer private communion to those who prefer it; simply email him (revmikesheppard@gmail.com) or call him (920-745-0883) to schedule a time.
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If you are interested in helping someone with technology, helping give rides to appointments in Ripon, Berlin, Oshkosh, or Fond du Lac, please let Joanne Gregor know. If you or someone you know needs other assistance, please contact Lisa Tremore at 920-229-1297, Tammy Niemuth at 920-299-0240 or Joanne Gregor at 920-896-1518. If you need assistance of any kind, please do not feel like you are imposing; this is why Helping Hands exists! 

Women’s Bible Study:
The women’s Bible Study Group will resume on Thursday, September 11th from 9-10. We will be viewing and discussing Chosen Season 5 and will meet in the church’s fellowship hall to utilize the new TV and DVD player. We welcome anyone that would like to join us. If you have any questions you can contact Joanne Gregor at 920-896-5518 or gregorj12@hotmail.com. Mark your calendars; looking forward to seeing everyone again and all newcomers.

Junior Youth Group
The next Junior Youth Group gathering will be Saturday Sept. 20th from 9:30am-11am. This is a change from what was previously announced.

Movie Matinee

[image: A pair of tickets with text]
We will be viewing the movie “I Can Only Imagine” at 1PM on October 10th. 
· 
	


Attention Singers! [image: C:\Users\kathy\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\XQNJ87BK\MC900350545[1].wmf]
Adult Choir has started again!  Do you like singing just for fun?  Well, there is no more fun than singing for the Lord!  Singers of all abilities are welcome to join the Adult Choir. We are actively looking for more members to fill out each section, especially tenor and bass!  Praising God while having fun is our motto.                       
We meet on Wednesdays at 6:15. Call Kathy Schaub at 748-2585 if you have questions, or just be there for the first practice.  You don’t have to be the world’s best singer.  Everyone is welcome!!! 


Noisy Offering
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Description automatically generated]Please keep saving your spare change for our noisy offering on October 5th. Your donation will go to support WLA. We appreciate your support for our noisy offerings, for your generosity and your prayers.

October Special Worship
The children from Peace Lutheran School will be here to beautify our worship on Sunday October 5th.

Our Mission Festival will be Sunday, October 19th. Pastor Abram Degner, who serves on the 1 Latin America Team, will be preaching and giving a presentation. 

Mt. ZionFest
Zionfest was a huge success! It was filled with trucks and a tractor to touch, a delicious potluck lunch, games, facepainting, raffle baskets and cornhole tournament. There was lots of fun, laughter and fellowship. A special thank you to everyone that brought a vehicle for everyone to explore and even blast the horn. Also, thanks to all that came to Zionfest. We look forward to seeing you next year. Check out the bulletin board outside the office for photos.

New Member Welcome and Pine car Derby
On October 5th, Mt. Zion will have a potluck dinner after church for our newest members. We will welcome Jim and Deb Paulus, Judy Doll, Michelle Doll and David Thiele and Matt and Ethel Behm. Mark your calendars and join us after Bible Study and Sunday School. Also that day we will be having a pine car derby for both youth and adults. A box of pine car wood blocks is outside the church office. If you have questions about the New Member Welcome or Pine car derby, please contact Dave Smith.

WELS National Teen Bible Study

During the 2025-2026 school year, Dave Scharf, professor of theology at Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minn., will lead a series of four online interactive Bible studies for teens via Zoom. Lessons will focus on the book of Judges and take place on Sunday evenings at 6 p.m. (Central).

The first Bible study, on September 28, will focus on Judges 1-3:6. To register, please visit https://wels.zoom.us/meeting/register/l_eWEG6cQG2S7d6XEGNnrQ#/registration 
More information and promotional materials will be made available at wels.net/national-teen-bible-study in the coming weeks.

Mark your calendars for the next three dates in the series! November 9, February 15, and March 29.

Former Member Now in Heaven
Pat Lemke age 90, a former member of Mt Zion, passed to her heavenly home on Aug. 8th. A memorial service is scheduled for Sept. 13th at St. Peters Lutheran Church in Fort Collins, Colorado where she had been living. The Allnutt Funeral Home is assisting the family. The obituary may be viewed here: https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/ft-collins-co/patricia-lemke-12482056 

At this time it is unknown whether her husband Ken will remain in Colorado or return to Wisconsin with his daughter Chris.


On The lighter Side
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Bob & Karen Reiser				9/1/1961
Tim & Jean Lynch				9/2/1984
Ray & Nancy Lemiesz				9/3/1988
TJ & Robin Sitter				9/7/2020
Timothy & Pamela Sondalle			9/8/1984
Bruce & Cindy Beier				9/10/1977
Randy & Cynthia Revels			9/17/1988
Mark & Debbie Weiske			9/20/2003
Rodolfo & Lindsay Villalobos			9/21/2002
Lyle & Kathy Strook				9/21/1985
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Darlene Patchett	 9/1
Michael Jung, Jr.	9/1
Chandler Nitzke	9/1
Melanie Holdorf	9/7
Pamela Sondalle	9/8
Kaitlin Jacoby		9/8
Barb Stansfield	9/10
Jacquie Quade		9/10
Chloe Jacoby		9/11
Sam Smith		9/12
Terry Grunert		9/12
Jon Niemuth		9/18
Kim Mack		9/19
Joanne Gregor		9/21
Vicki Guell		9/23
Derian Schliepp	9/23
Sue Weckwerth 	9/23
Riley Baranczyk	9/24
Rick Retelle		9/24
Carol Rosenberg 	9/25
Pam Krahn		9/25
Nick Goeldi		9/26
Kristin Pedersen	9/30
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Church Website: www.mtzionripon.org
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Pastor’s Email: revmikesheppard@gmail.com


Newsletter Articles
Please email the church office with news/articles. Deadline for articles for the August edition is July 25th, 2025. Please either give news/articles to Jo Meeker or email them to the church office at mountzionripon@gmail.com.


We are always looking for human interest news from our members! If there is any incorrect information, please let us know that as well.
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