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320 Mt. Zion Dr., Ripon, WI
www.mtzionripon.org
Facebook: Mt. Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

Pastor Kurt Hagen (Vacancy Pastor)
Phone 651-764-3901
pastorhagen@gmail.com
     
Pentecost 7                                                                 July 12,  2026
[bookmark: _Hlk112228443]Handicapped accessible restrooms are located upstairs next to the Pastor’s Study and downstairs next to the elevator.
Attendance: Please remember to sign the friendship pads. Registration for communion will continue as usual at the table.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mike Meeker.

[bookmark: _Hlk44318631][image: ]Hearing Loop: Our sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop system. Those who have compatible hearing aids (with a T-switch) will be able to hear the sound system directly into their ear(s).  The two main seating areas and the choir area are looped so that you may sit in any of the three areas. We also have four receivers available for those who do not have compatible hearing aids. If you wish to use a receiver please ask the ushers. Those who wish may bring their own headphones or ear buds. 

A note for our visitors on member communion – 
     Out of sincere love for the truth of God’s Word and for precious human souls, we practice member communion in our synod and congregation. This teaching, as practiced by the Church for centuries, is thoroughly Scriptural. It questions the faith of no individual yet asks that there be full doctrinal agreement between those who commune. For this reason, we ask that only those who are members of a WELS or ELS congregation join us for the Lord’s Supper. If you wish to commune with us please speak with the pastor before the service. The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated for those who desire it.  The front row on the pulpit side is reserved for people who are unable to navigate the steps. Pastor will serve you Communion first.

Prayer Before Communion: Lord Jesus, I thank you for the gift of your Holy Supper. As I come to your table, work true repentance in my heart. Teach me to confess my sins and to believe that I am forgiven for your sake. May your body and blood, in and with the bread and wine, nourish my faith and strengthen my will to live in a way that is pleasing to you. Help me see what a blessing your sacrament is for my soul, and lead me to your altar often to receive your forgiveness. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk133830025][bookmark: _Hlk112227926]Hymns:                                                          631,   644,   667,   746
                                   
Order of Worship                                              Setting One pg. 154
[bookmark: _Hlk118103095][bookmark: _Hlk188258212]
Psalm: 67D (Insert)                  Let the People Praise you, O God

Reading & Sermon Text:                              Isaiah 55:6-11 (EHV) 
Seek the LORD while he may be found! 
Call on him while he is near! 
7Let the wicked man abandon his way. 
Let an evil man abandon his thoughts. 
Let him turn to the LORD, 
and he will show him mercy. 
Let him turn to our God, 
because he will abundantly pardon. 
8Certainly my plans are not your plans, 
and your ways are not my ways, declares the LORD. 
9Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so my ways are higher than your ways, 
and my plans are higher than your plans. 
10Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky 
and do not return there unless they first water the earth, make it give birth, and cause it to sprout, 
so that it gives seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11in the same way my word that goes out from my mouth 
will not return to me empty. 
Rather, it will accomplish whatever I please, 
and it will succeed in the purpose for which I sent it. 

Reading:                                             I Corinthians 3:5-11 (EHV)
What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? They are ministers through whom you believed, and each served as the Lord gave him his role. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. 7So then, neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but it is God who causes the growth. 8The one who plants and the one who waters are united, and each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9For God is the one whom we serve as coworkers, and you are God’s field, God’s building. 
10In keeping with the grace of God given to me, as a wise master builder, I laid a foundation, and someone else is building on it. But let each person be careful how he builds on it. 11In fact, no one can lay any other foundation than the one that has been laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation	
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My word will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what / I desire
And achieve the purpose for which I / sent it.  Refrain

Gospel                                                Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (EHV)
That same day Jesus left the house and was sitting by the sea. 2A large crowd gathered around him. So he stepped into a boat and sat down, while all the people stood on the shore. 3He told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen, a sower went out to sow. 4As he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it. 5Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil. Immediately the seed sprang up, because the soil was not deep. 6But when the sun rose, the seed was scorched. Because it had no root, it withered away. 7Other seed fell among thorns. The thorns grew up and choked it. 8But some seed fell on good ground and produced grain: some one hundred times, some sixty, and some thirty times more than was sown. 9Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.
18“So listen carefully to the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the Evil One comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the seed that was sown along the path. 20The seed that was sown on rocky ground is the person who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he is not deeply rooted and does not endure. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he immediately falls away. 22The seed that was sown among the thorns is the one who hears the word, but the worry of this world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it produces no fruit. 23But the seed that was sown on the good ground is the one who continues to hear and understand the word. Indeed he continues to produce fruit: some a hundred, some sixty, and some thirty times more than was sown.” 

Sermon Text:                                                 Isaiah 55:10-11 (EHV)
Sermon Theme: “Spiritual Wildfire, Nourishing Water.”
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[bookmark: _Hlk216247971][bookmark: _Hlk184634060]Keep in Your Prayers: Harley Dorsey, Allan Brooks, Matt Dubey, Eric Eckert, Myrtle Giese, Carol Henning, Nancy Kemnitz, Dennis Schliepp,  Joan Stibb, Ginny Verch, Gary Wichman.
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FYI: Nancy Kemnitz is now living in Texas near her daughter. Here is her address and phone number: 1620 Union Hill Rd, Ennis, TX 75119, 945-271-9758.

PLEASE NOTE THE SCHEDULE CHANGES: Upcoming: TODAY  A pre-voters’ meeting will be held following the church service.
A Call meeting is scheduled 2:00 PM in the sanctuary and the
Quarterly Voters’ Meeting following the call meeting

Timber Rattlers Game: There is a signup sheet available by the library. The game is August 21st. We will be using the food pavilion before the game. Brenda has the bus scheduled, we will leave the church by 4:45 with a stop at the park and ride area in Oshkosh. The cost will be $22 per person. The tickets will be digital this year more information will be available.

ATTN. MT. ZION CONGREGATION: Please check your mailboxes for a letter from Pastor Hagen. USHERS: Your July to December schedule is in your mailboxes please pick one up so you don’t miss your dates.

NOISY OFFERING: Thank you for your generous donation of $294.49 supporting Lutheran Military Support Group. Due to the Fourth of July holiday, the next “Noisy Offering” will be TODAY. Your donations will go to WLA  (Winnebago Lutheran Academy).

RHS Honor Roll: Maxtyn & Molly Hammermeister, Traxtyn Pick, Bennett & Christian Gonzalez, Emma Kranz, Paige Wichman, Quinn Ewald 

Mailbox and table: The July Forward In Christ is available and also the May 31, 2026-Aug. 29, 2026 Meditations are available. July (revised) calendars are also available. 

WLA News: We are excited to share that visible activity will begin on the new campus site in mid-June. Crews will start moving dirt and preparing the property for the next steps toward our new campus. Throughout the summer, site work will continue with grading, utility installation, and other critical infrastructure improvements. This work is an important step in preparing the site for a groundbreaking anticipated in spring 2027, contingent upon reaching our funding goals. These first visible signs of progress represent years of planning, prayer, and preparation. What has long been a vision for the future is now becoming a reality, and the upcoming work marks an important milestone in the journey toward a new campus. To learn more about the project and opportunities to support the mission, please contact Kevin Ehlke at WLA.

[bookmark: _Hlk214267441][bookmark: _Hlk126571789][bookmark: _Hlk152141537][bookmark: _Hlk128556072] 		      For Your Information
Attendance 7/5/2026              71          
   Offerings for 7/5/2026    $3,355.00
Year to Date (thru June 30th).
Income : $95,902.17
Expenses : $87,946.43
Our planned budget for this time frame was $115,974.84.

Serving Our Lord
        Thank you to everyone for your service to our Lord!

Ushers:  
July 12 & 19: Terry Dolderer, Dawson Niemuth, Rick Niemuth
July 26 & Aug. 2: Tobin Storzer, Rick Retelle, Kelly Frank
[bookmark: _Hlk137459859]
PowerPoint: 
July 12: Kari Hielke
July 19: Jan Ohlrich
July 26: Grunert family

[bookmark: _Hlk199233558]July Communion Set up:  Donna Mueller
July Communion Clean up: Jan Ohlrich, Deb Picciotino
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Sunday 12th	9:00 AM Worship Service with Communion
	10:15 AM Pre-Voters’ Meeting
	2:00 PM Call Meeting
	Quarterly Voters’ Meeting Following the Call Meeting
Tuesday	5:30 PM Council Meeting
Sunday 	9:00 AM Worship Service with Communion

Thank you to Ken Hielke for making the wonderful tribute to our nation’s 250th anniversary. Also, to  Robin Sitter, Ken and TJ for getting the fountain working again with a new water pump. The fountain was donated by Carol Rosenberg in memory of her husband Bob.  Looks Great!
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