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320 Mt. Zion Dr., Ripon, WI
www.mtzionripon.org
Facebook: Mt. Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

Pastor Mark Kock 
Phone 414-755-9021
mkock315@gmail.com
Pentecost 21                                                                Oct. 18, 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk112228443]Welcome! The Lord is with us as we gather in his name. Through his Word he brings to you the forgiving, faith-strengthening love of Jesus Christ. Come, let us worship the Lord!  Please sign the friendship pads in the pews.
 
If you have a prayer request for a service, please speak to Pastor Kock. Perhaps a prayer of thanks for a special occasion – birthday, wedding anniversary, or a prayer of intercession for a relative or friend. Throughout the week Pastor Kock is here to serve you in Christ, counseling with the Word, and encouraging your faith. Contact him at 414-755-9021 or mkock315@gmail.com.

Handicapped accessible restrooms are located upstairs next to the Pastor’s Study and downstairs next to the elevator.
Attendance: Please remember to sign the friendship pads. Registration for communion will continue as usual at the table.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mike Meeker.

[image: ]Hearing Loop: Our sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop system. Those who have compatible hearing aids (with a T-switch) will be able to hear the sound system directly into their ear(s).  The two main seating areas and the choir area are looped so that you may sit in any of the three areas. We also have four receivers available for those who do not have compatible hearing aids. If you wish to use a receiver please ask the ushers. Those who wish may bring their own headphones or ear buds. 

Please Note: The offering plates are located behind the last pews on each side of the sanctuary and by the organ. Our offerings are given all to the glory of God.

Hymn Sing:                                                      855,   507,   930
[bookmark: _Hlk133830025][bookmark: _Hlk112227926]Hymns:                                                         578,   576,   740,   617
                                                       
Order of Worship                                              Setting One pg. 154

Psalm 96D (Insert)             Sing to the LORD, Ye Distant Lands

[bookmark: _Hlk188258212]Reading:                                                             Daniel 1:3-21 (EHV)
The king told Ashpenaz, the chief of his court officials, to bring some young Israelite men from the royal family or from the nobility. 4He was to choose young men who had no blemish, who were good looking, who had insight into all kinds of wisdom, who possessed knowledge, understanding, and learning, and who were capable of serving in the king’s palace, in order to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 5The king assigned them daily rations from the special royal food and from the king’s own wine. He ordered that they should be trained for three years. At the end of training they were to serve the king. 6In this group of young men were the Judeans Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 7The chief of the officials gave them new names. He gave Daniel the name Belteshazzar, Hananiah the name Shadrak, Mishael the name Meshak, and Azariah the name Abednego. 
8Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the special food of the king or with the wine that he drank. So he sought permission from the chief official, so that he would not have to defile himself. 9God made the chief of the officials favorable and sympathetic toward Daniel. 10Then the chief of the officials said to Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink. Why should he see your faces looking less healthy than those of the other young men who are your age? You put my life at risk before the king.” 
11Daniel said to the superintendent whom the chief of the officials had placed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12“Please test your servants for ten days. Tell them to give us only vegetables, and we will eat them and drink water. 13Observe our appearance and the appearance of the young men who eat the special royal food. Then deal with your servants based on what you see.” 14So he listened to what they said about this and tested them for ten days. 
15At the end of ten days, their appearance was noticeably better than that of the others. They were healthier than any of the young men who had been eating the special royal food. 16So the superintendent permanently took away the special royal food and the wine they were to drink and gave them only vegetables. 17As for these four young men, God gave them knowledge and insight into all kinds of literature, as well as wisdom. In addition, Daniel also understood every kind of vision and dream. 
18At the end of the time which the king had set for them to be brought to him, the chief of the officials brought them before Nebuchadnezzar. 19The king spoke with them, and none of the others were found to be comparable to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So they served the king. 20In every matter concerning wisdom and understanding that the king sought from them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and spell casters in his entire kingdom. 21So Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus.

Reading:                                                      Romans 13:1-7 (EHV)
Everyone must submit to the governing authorities. For no authority exists except by God, and the authorities that do exist have been established by God. 2Therefore the one who rebels against the authority is opposing God’s institution, and those who oppose will bring judgment on themselves. 
3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to evil. Would you like to have no fear of the one in authority? Do what is good, and you will receive praise from him, 4because he is God’s servant for your benefit. But if you do wrong, be afraid, because he does not carry the sword without reason. He is God’s servant, a punisher to bring wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore it is necessary to submit, not only because of wrath, but also because of conscience. 
6For this reason you also pay taxes, because the authorities are God’s ministers, who are employed to do this very thing. 7Pay what you owe to all of them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, and honor to whom honor is owed.

Gospel Acclamation	                                                                                          
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When your words came, I / ate them;
they were my joy and my / heart’s delight.  Refrain

Gospel:                                                    Matthew 22:15-22 (EHV)
Then the Pharisees went out and plotted together how to trap him in his words. 16They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are truthful and teach the way of God in accord with the truth. You are not concerned about gaining anyone’s approval because you are not swayed by appearances. 17So tell us, what do you think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 
18But Jesus knew their evil purpose and said, “Why are you testing me, hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” 
They brought him a denarius. 
20He asked them, “Whose image and inscription is this?” 
21“Caesar’s,” they replied to him. 
Then he said to them, “Therefore give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”  
22When they heard this, they were amazed. Then they left him and went away. 

Sermon Text:                                                                      1John 1:6-10 If we say we have fellowship with him but still walk in darkness, we are lying and do not put the truth into practice. 7 But if we walk in the light, just as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar, and his Word is not in us.

Sermon Theme:                                      “The If’s in Our Lives”

Noisy Offering
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[bookmark: _Hlk216247971][bookmark: _Hlk184634060]Keep in Your Prayers: Harley Dorsey, Allan Brooks, Eric Eckert (operation), Myrtle Giese, Carol Henning, Nancy Kemnitz, Terry Loechelt (recovering from an operation), Dennis Schliepp, Joan Stibb, Kathy Strook, Ginny Verch, Gary Wichman, Sue Wichman.
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Thank You: To all my family and friends at Mt. Zion. Thank you for all the prayers, caring thoughts and cards. I am slowly healing and getting better. Hopefully I will be able to come back to the church services soon. Also, thank you Pastor Kock for coming to visit me at my home and providing me with the Lord’ supper. It was greatly appreciated. Sue Wichman

Noisy Offering: TODAY. The children will be collecting for Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society. The next Noisy Offering will be Nov. 8th. The collection going to Christian Family Solutions. Thank you so much.

Birthdays: Birthday celebration TODAYafter church. Please join us in the fellowship hall for cake, refreshments and fellowship.

Hymn Sing: TODAY.  If you have a favorite hymn you would like sung please contact Jo Meeker. 

DATE CHANGE: Our next Quarterly Voters’ Meeting will be NOVEMBER 8th immediately after church in the Fellowship Hall. Per Pastor Kock.

Volunteers Needed: We are in need of drivers for some of our members who cannot get to appointments etc. There is a sign-up sheet on the podium by the library for all those who can help.

Trunk or Treat: On October 25th from 3-5 we will be having Trunk or Treat on the lower parking lot. Last year we had over 360 trick or treaters and their parents come to this event. There will be a box outside of the church office for candy donation. There is a sign up sheet for anyone who will be participating by decorating their vehicle to help hand out candy. Anyone interested in helping in other ways please contact DuWayne Wichman at 920-570-1106. Thank you for your support of this community outreach program.

We are offering the Lord's Supper on the 2nd and last Sunday of the month. 
 
Mailbox and table: The October Forward In Christ is available and also the Aug. 30-Nov. 28, 2026 Meditations are available. October calendars are also available.
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    For Your Information
Attendance 10/11/2026              75      
   Offerings for 10/11/2026    $1,557.10
Year to Date (thru Sept. 30th).
Income : $134,910.36
Expenses : $120,862.07
YTD +$14,048.29

Serving Our Lord
        Thank you to everyone for your service to our Lord!
Ushers:  
Oct. 18 & 25: Gary Quade, Travis Schmudlach, Kyle Stollfuss
Nov. 1, 8 & 15: Steve Ohlrich, Alex Kranz

[bookmark: _Hlk137459859]PowerPoint: 
Oct. 18:  Sara Retelle
Oct. 25: Kari Hielke
Nov. 1: Grunert Family
Oct. 8:  Sara Retelle

[bookmark: _Hlk199233558]Oct. Communion Set up:  Jo Meeker
Oct. Communion Clean up: Marilyn Ninneman & Tammy Niemuth
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Sunday 18th	8:45 Hymn Sing
	9:00 AM Worship Service Pastor Meier
	Noisy Offering
	10:15 AM Sunday School
	10:15 AM Birthday Celebration in the  Fellowship Hall
Sunday 	9:00 AM Mission Festival Service with Communion Pastor Nathan Seiltz
	10:15 Sunday School 
	10:15 Presentation in the Sanctuary
	11:00 AM Potluck in the fellowship hall
		
UPCOMING EVENTS:
TODAY Fellowship Hall Birthday Celebration
October 25th Mission Festival followed by a presentation in the sanctuary by Rev. Nathan Seiltz, of WELS Multi-Language Publications, and potluck dinner in the fellowship hall
November 8th Quarterly Voters’ Meeting 

        Secretary Jo Meeker
Church Office: 920-748-5641
Office Hours: Mon. 9-12, Tues. & Wed. 9-11
[bookmark: _Hlk154561065]E-mail: mountzionripon@gmail.com
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