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320 Mt. Zion Dr., Ripon, WI
www.mtzionripon.org
Facebook: Mt. Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

Pastor Mark Kock (Vacancy Pastor)
Phone 414-755-9021
mkock315@gmail.com
     
Pentecost 14                                                               Aug. 30, 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk112228443]Handicapped accessible restrooms are located upstairs next to the Pastor’s Study and downstairs next to the elevator.
Attendance: Please remember to sign the friendship pads. Registration for communion will continue as usual at the table.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mike Meeker.

[bookmark: _Hlk44318631][image: ]Hearing Loop: Our sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop system. Those who have compatible hearing aids (with a T-switch) will be able to hear the sound system directly into their ear(s).  The two main seating areas and the choir area are looped so that you may sit in any of the three areas. We also have four receivers available for those who do not have compatible hearing aids. If you wish to use a receiver please ask the ushers. Those who wish may bring their own headphones or ear buds. 

Focus of today’s service:
 Some think that if a person follows God, God responds by granting prosperity and peace. But the Bible explains that if we are part of the Church of God, we will have crosses to bear. Believers suffer in this world, sometimes because they are believers. Our response?  We carry our crosses and follow Jesus who carried the world’s sin to the cross of Calvary, and there brought us healing and peace. We carry our crosses because we know that the Lord is acting through them to bless us and increase our faith.

Holy Communion is offered to Communicant members of Mount Zion and of other Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) churches who have prepared themselves in faith to receive Jesus’ body and blood. In Communion, Jesus gives the blessings of the forgiveness of sins and intimate fellowship with him! Visitors, Pastor Kock offers a Bible Class to prepare you for this wonderful meal. Ask him about it.
 
The front row on the pulpit side is reserved for people who are unable to navigate the steps to the altar. Pastor will serve them Communion first.

[bookmark: _Hlk133830025][bookmark: _Hlk112227926]Hymns:                                             704,   694,   (529),   867 vs 1,4
                                   
Order of Worship                                              Setting One pg. 154
[bookmark: _Hlk118103095][bookmark: _Hlk188258212]
Psalm: 31E (Insert)                    Surely It Is God Who Saves Me

Reading & Sermon Text:                    Jeremiah 15: 15-21 (EHV)
O LORD, you understand. 
Remember me and care for me. 
Take vengeance for me on those who persecute me. 
You are slow to anger. 
Do not take me away. 
Keep in mind that for your sake I bear disgrace. 
16Your words came to me, and I devoured them. 
Your words became my joy, 
the delight of my heart, 
because I bear your name, 
O LORD God of Armies. 
17I did not sit with the band of partygoers, 
nor did I celebrate with them. 
I sat alone, because your hand was upon me. 
You filled me with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unending? 
Why is my wound incurable, refusing to heal? 
Will you be as deceptive as an intermittent stream to me, 
like a source of water that a person can’t depend on? 
19Therefore this is what the LORD says. 
If you repent, I will take you back, 
so that you may stand before me. 
If what you say is worthwhile and not worthless, 
you will be my spokesman. 
They must turn to you, 
but you must not turn to them. 
20I will make you like a bronze wall to this people. 
They will fight against you, 
but they will not overcome you, 
because I am with you to save you 
and to rescue you, declares the LORD. 
21I will rescue you from the hand of the wicked, 
and I will deliver you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

Reading:                                                    Romans 8:18-25 (EHV)
For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. 19In fact, creation is waiting with eager longing for the sons of God to be revealed. 20For creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in the hope 21that even creation itself will be set free from slavery to corruption, in order to share in the glorious freedom of the children of God. 
22For we know that all of creation is groaning with birth pains right up to the present time. 23And not only creation, but also we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we eagerly await our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24Indeed, it was for this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes for what he already sees? 25But if we hope for something we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with patient endurance. 

Gospel Acclamation	                                             Matthew 16:24 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
If anyone would come / after me 
He must deny himself and / follow me.  Refrain

Gospel:                                                  Matthew 16:21-26 (EHV)
From that time, Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, and experts in the law, and be killed, and on the third day be raised again. 
22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “May you receive mercy, Lord! This will never happen to you.” 
23But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a snare to me because you are not thinking the things of God, but the things of men.” 
24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 25In fact whoever wants to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26After all, what will it benefit a person if he gains the whole world, but forfeits his soul? Or what can a person give in exchange for his soul?” 

Sermon Theme:   “The Lord’s Way of Restoring Wounded Jeremiah”
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[bookmark: _Hlk216247971][bookmark: _Hlk184634060]Keep in Your Prayers: Sylvia Anderson, Harley Dorsey, Allan Brooks, Matt Dubey, Myrtle Giese, Carol Henning, Nancy Kemnitz, Bob Reiser (his son passed away) Dennis Schliepp, Joan Stibb, Kathy Strook, Ginny Verch, Gary Wichman, Sue Wichman.
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 The church picnic will be held Sunday Sept. 13 Following the service.  Games for children and adults. A good way for the children to meet their Sunday School teachers. A cornhole tournament will be held. Please sign up by the library. The church council will be cooking burgers, brats, hot dogs and chicken breasts. Please bring a side dish or dessert as a potluck dish.

If you have a prayer request for today’s service, please speak to Pastor Kock. Perhaps a prayer of thanks for a special occasion – birthday, wedding anniversary, or a prayer of intercession for a relative or friend. Throughout the week Pastor Kock is here to serve you in Christ counseling with the Word, and encouraging your faith. Please contact him. His cell number and email address are at the top of the bulletin.

Hymn Sing: We will be starting our hymn sing on September 20th. If you have a favorite hymn you would like sung please contact Jo Meeker. Thanks Doug for offering to play.

Attention Singers! [image: C:\Users\kathy\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\XQNJ87BK\MC900350545[1].wmf]
Adult Choir will be starting again!  Do you like singing just for fun?  Well, there is no more fun than singing for the Lord!  Singers of all abilities are welcome to join the Adult Choir. We are in need of more members to fill out each section, especially tenor and bass!  Praising God while having fun is our motto.   We will have our first rehearsal Wed. Sept. 2 at 6:15 pm.   Call Kathy Schaub at 920-369-6915 if you have questions, or just be there for the first practice.  You don’t have to be the world’s best singer.  Everyone is welcome!!! 
We are offering the Lord's Supper on the 2nd and last Sunday of the month until further notice. There will be communion on the 30th of August. This will be brought before the Voters in October.
 
NEW STORE UPDATES
Second Impressions, the local thrift store that supports WLA, is moving across town this fall. Our faithful Volunteers, along with some local contractors, are finishing up a lot of the remodeling and updates at the new location. Lighting, painting and flooring should be complete by the end of August. Then the real fun starts! We will continue to accept donations at our current location (325 Winnebago Drive, FdL) from now until August 31. Starting SEPTEMBER 1, please drop off your donations at the new location, N6650 N. Rolling Meadows Drive, FdL. (It is right next door to Aldi, the former Ally's Furniture store.) Donations can be dropped off by entering the SOUTH entrance and driving around to the back. Signage should be in place by SEPTEMBER 1. Our Facebook page is very active. If you would like to see photos and updates of the new store, daily sales, fresh inventory...and more, please follow our page. We will also announce many of our clearance sales here as we get closer to moving. Blessings on your week ahead...and See you Soon at Second Impressions!

Sunday School: School will be starting on September 20th.  PARENTS PLEASE CONTACT JO MEEKER (920-748-3058 OR 920-748-5641) IF YOU PLAN TO ENROLL YOUR CHILDEREN. 

Birthdays: Next celebration TBD.
 
Mailbox and table: The September Forward In Christ is available and also the Aug. 30-Nov. 28, 2026 Meditations are available. September calendars are also available.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk214267441][bookmark: _Hlk126571789][bookmark: _Hlk152141537][bookmark: _Hlk128556072] 		         For Your Information
Attendance 8/23/2026              60         
   Offerings for 8/23/2026    $3,149.13
Year to Date (thru July 31st).
Income : $93,393.97
Expenses : $97,580.71
Shortfall YTD -$4,186.74
Our planned budget for this time frame was $115,974.84.

Serving Our Lord
        Thank you to everyone for your service to our Lord!

Ushers:  
Aug. 30: Mike Schaub, Kevin Schenning, Eric Eckert
Sept. 6 & 13: Ken Hielke, Todd Zellmer, Jonathan Zellmer, Dustin Zellmer

[bookmark: _Hlk137459859]PowerPoint: 
Aug. 30: Jo Meeker
Sept. 6: Grunert Family
Sept. 13: Jo Meeker

[bookmark: _Hlk199233558]Sept. Communion Set up:  Jo Meeker
Sept. Communion Clean up: Marilyn Ninneman
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Sunday 30th	9:00 AM Worship Service with Communion
	10:15 AM Call Meeting in the Sanctuary
Sunday 	9:00 AM Worship Service NO Communion
	10:15 AM Bible Study with Pastor Meier in the fellowship hall. 100 Words

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Check the September Calendar for more information

Church Picnic September 13th. 

Sunday School begins September 20th

Hymn Sing on September 20th

October 18th Voters’ Meeting
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