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October, 2025

What Is a Synod?
Have you ever wondered about our synod?  What is a synod?  There are a number of Lutheran synods.  There are a number of other synods.   To understand what a synod actually is we need to take a look at the word ‘synod’.  This word comes from a Greek word, sin hodus, (sunodoV), which means the same road or the same way.  A synod is people who walk together side by side on the same road.  Synods contain people who believe and confess the same doctrine and practice and thus are going in the same direction together.

Our congregation belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).  The name of our synod reflects a shared history and doctrine.  Evangelical means that our synod is gospel centered.  Lutheran means that we honor Martin Luther who brought the truth of God’s Word to light.  He made known a fact that was hidden from people: the fact that Christ paid for all sins and forgiveness is ours apart from observing God’s Law.[image: A logo with text on it  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

In our synod God provides us with great blessings.  We have pastors and teachers trained to serve us who are faithful to God’s Word.  We know that they teach the truth of Scripture without having to give interviews or meet them.  We also have Northwestern Publishing House, through which we have many Scriptural publications for our use.  As a synod we also send missionaries to many countries in the world, as well as to areas of our own country.  When our synod was founded in 1850, it was these three areas that concerned the founders.  They did not have schools for training pastors who were faithfully teaching God’s Word.  There was no quality control on the pastors that came to serve congregations, nor was there quality control on the publications used by the churches.

Now publication is taken care of by Northwestern Publishing House.  Our synod still sends missionaries out to bring hope to the lost.  The WELS also prepares its own teachers and pastors for serving its congregations.  We as an individual congregation support this work with our mission offerings.

Today “47 world missionaries partner with over 500 national pastors to conduct outreach and train more than 400 students for service in Christ’s kingdom.”  “Home Missions currently supports 151 congregations with financial subsidy or district mission board/mission counselor assistance, with 30 of those being cross-cultural mission congregations. Home Missions also provides nearly 50 campus ministries with financial support, while assisting hundreds of other congregations that serve college students around the United States and Canada.” (Missions – WELS)

This year marks the 175th anniversary of the WELS.  WELS congregations will celebrate this anniversary over three Sundays in October.  We hope you will join us at Mt. Zion for these Sundays: October 12th, the October 19th Mission Festival. And October 26th. More information can be found at WELS 175th anniversary events and resources – WELS.


[bookmark: _Hlk137627029]Council Minutes
Aug 12th, 2025
Attendance: 
	Mike Meeker
	X
	Ken Hielke
	X
	Justen Niemuth
	

	TJ Sitter
	X
	Rick Retelle
	X
	Josh Niemuth
	X

	Tim Lynch
	x
	David Smith
	x
	DuWayne Wichman
	X

	Pastor Sheppard
	X
	
	
	
	



President Mike Meeker called the meeting to order at 5:30pm 
Pastor Sheppard opened the meeting with a devotion.
Secretary Report: July 8th, 2025, monthly meeting approved as printed: Motion: Ken H.  2nd by DuWayne W.
Treasurers Report: Accepted July 8th Treasurers report: Motion DuWayne W. Second Tim L.
Worship Elder Report: Josh / Pastor on contemporary service for summer; Josh wants to put a worship committee together.
Support Elder Report: 3 bids for parsonage roof motion by Ken H. and second by Tim L.  to go with RCD Construction for a total bid of 11,870.03 and take the money from the general fund.  Front Wall- Still waiting for Cardinal Co. to get back to us.  Rick also reported that we are getting new soap, towels and toilet paper dispensers.  Ken volunteered to work on power washing the back wall.                       
Member Nurture Elders Report. Motion by Tim L. Second by DuWayne to receive by affirmation of faith Judy and Michelle Doll and Jim and Deb Paulus. Child Baptism-Olivia Kahnke and Laci Schultz. More letters for releases will be sent out the third week of August.
Family Nurture Elders: The pine car derby cars have arrived. The derby will be October 5th with the newcomers pot luck. The timber rattlers game is on Aug.15th. Dave is looking into a group called the Clausen family outing.
Evangelism Elders Report: The basement cleaning is underway. Zionfest is Sept.7th. Kim wants a bulletin board put upstairs. There was discussion about children running in the aisle for Noisy Offering, and Children’s sermon. The noisy offering for Peace Lutheran was $324.00. A motion was made by Tim L. and second by Rick R.to buy a pop-up tent. 
Pastors Report: 

I. Devotion
13 Indeed, the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not given to Abraham or his descendants through the law, but through the righteousness that is by faith. 14 To be sure, if people are heirs by the law, faith is empty and the promise is nullified. 15 For law brings wrath. (Where there is no law, there is no transgression.) 16 For this reason, the promise is by faith, so that it may be according to grace and may be guaranteed to all of Abraham’s descendants—not only to the one who is a descendant by law, but also to the one who has the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.”
(Romans 4:13-17 EHV)

II. Ministry of the Word
1. Miles: June 95		July 116
2. Sunday School: Sunday School will begin with the picnic on September 7th.  Materials have been ordered.
3. Bible Study: Sunday Bible study will begin on Sept. 11th and will watch the video series The Chosen.  Tuesday morning Bible study will continue studying the Gospel of John.   Monday evening Bible study will be considering the book Quick to Listen: Understanding Viewpoints that Challenge Your Faith.
4. Confirmation: One student has been meeting with me during the summer and will continue in the fall.  There will be two students in class this fall.
5. Bible Information Class: Previous classes have concluded.  I have a couple of prospects.
6. Shut-ins: Continuing to visit and administer communion.

III. Statistics
	July  2025
	Total
	Average
	2nd 
Quarter Totals
	2nd
Quarterly Ave.
	Year to Date Ave.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Worship Attendance
	371
	93 (4 Sundays)
	371
	93
	106

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Communion Attendance
	159
	80(2 Sundays)
	159
	80
	74

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Private Communion
	20
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bible Information
Class Attendance
	8
	2 (4 classes)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Bible Study Attendance
	0
	0 (0 Classes)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hospital Visits
	5
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pastoral Counseling Visits
	18
	
	
	
	



Old Business: We need to clean the garage. Remove junk and organize. 
New Business: Private baptism. Should this be posted in the bulletin? Discussion followed.                                                                     
The next council meeting is Sept.9th at 5:30. Next voters meeting will be Oct.26th and the pre voter’s meeting on Oct 12th 
Motion to Adjourn: Motion: Ken H.  2nd Rick Retelle
Closing Prayer Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 6:58pm

Ladies Aid Minutes
                       August 12, 2025
Our meeting began at 6:30 PM. President Tremore, our hostess tonight, welcomed fifteen members and new member Kathy Schaub. She served a variety of snacks. She commented that since last year was difficult to have two ladies serve as hostesses each month, would try having one hostess this year. That hostess could choose whatever she wanted to serve. We could snack while Pastor gave the devotion. Pastor Sheppard led us with the Common Table Prayer. His devotion was from Romans 4:13-17. Abraham received the promise from God that his descendants would be as numerous as the stars in the sky. He believed that promise and was credited with righteousness. Paul tells us we are children of Abraham by faith in Jesus and have that same righteousness.
We sang “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues To Sing” accompanied by Sue S. on the piano. 
1. Jo M., Treasurer, gave Treasurer’s report. She and Joanne G. gave an explanation re: the check to St. John’s Antiqua. Checkbook total today is $3929.72. Breakdown: Gen. Fund: $3361.68; LWMS: $145.48; Helping Hands: $422.61. Motion by Jean L. and seconded by Robin S. to accept Treasurer’s report. 
2. Copies of the April 8, 2025 minutes were read by members. There were no additions or corrections. Motion by Lisa T. and seconded by Marilyn N. to approve minutes. Dianne O. gave Sunshine report. Todays balance in Sunshine fund is $35.52.
3. President Tremore read thank you notes from Christian Family Solutions, Deb Picciottino, Laurene Henning, and The Gurke’s. Joanne G stated the Evangelism committee received a thank you from Kingdom Workers.
Old Business
1. Joanne G. gave Helping Hands report. She commented what a big help Darlene Patchett, Jan Ohlrich, and Rhonda Schwandt were in helping Pastor Ziebell with his move. There were two baptisms which she gave baby gifts.
2. Dianne O. will take over as LWMS Reporter for Mt. Zion.
New Business
1. President Tremore went through the new Ladies Aid Handbook. Already discussed change in hostess and dessert. Some discussion on the fountain outside not being used/working properly. Will check with Ken Hielke. There is a change in our BAM. Joanne G. gave us the information on that. She also gave a brief update on what is happening with the Evangelism Committee. Need a few more volunteers to help set up Communion. Jo will put in church bulletin for congregation members to consider. We discussed possibly having a sign up sheet to visit our shut-ins. Will discuss more next month.
2. Tammy N. brought in a double coffee pot and pastor Ziebell donated a 30 cup pot. Jo M. made a motion to keep the 30 cup pot and Tammy can give hers away. Seconded by Marilyn N.
3. The LWMS Beaver Dam Circuit Fall Rally is October 11 at St. Stephen’s Beaver Dam.
4. Mission Festival is October 19. Will set up a kitchen committee at next month’s meeting.
5. Carol R. noted the long tables on wheels leave a mark on the wall from the metal around the table. Mary C. says clear mailing tape works well to cover the metal. They will work on this. 
6. Joanne G. told us of some upcoming events. Zion Fest is Sept. 7. Need volunteers to help with games etc. Eighteen people enjoyed the first movie matinee on August 10. Next matinee is Sept. 12. Women’s Bible Study will start on September 11 at 9 AM here at church to watch Season 5 of “The Chosen”. 
May, June, July, and August birthdays acknowledged. Meeting adjourned at 7:25 PM with Pastor leading us in the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted, Dianne Olsen, Secretary

General Announcements 

[bookmark: _Hlk210208046]Tapestry
The Tapestry is Back: Carol Kapp’s Lord Supper Tapestry has been moved back to the fellowship hall and is ready for volunteers to work on it again. Starting Oct. 7th there will be someone to help with the tapestry on Tuesday afternoons from 1-3 and on Thursday mornings from 10:30-12. If these times don’t work for you, you can come in the mornings when Jo is working (Mon., Tues., Wed.,) using the front entrance. Please be sure to let Jo know you are there to work on the tapestry. Finally, if you have a key, you can work on the tapestry whenever it works into your schedule. We are looking for more volunteers. If you don’t know how to latch hook, Sue Sheppard or Joanne Gregor would be willing to help you learn. Looking forward to working with you to complete the Lord Supper tapestry Carol Kapp started. God’s Blessings!

Bible Studies
Sunday’s study continues to watch season 5 of The Chosen; Tuesday’s study will begin studying the book of Acts. 
Women’s Bible Study
The women’s Bible Study Group meets on Thursdays, from 9-10. We are viewing and discussing Chosen Season 5 and will meet in the church’s fellowship hall to utilize the new TV and DVD player. We welcome anyone that would like to join us. If you have any questions you can contact Joanne Gregor at 920-896-5518 or gregorj12@hotmail.com.

Private Communion
Pastor Sheppard is happy to offer private communion to those who prefer it; simply email him (revmikesheppard@gmail.com) or call him (920-745-0883) to schedule a time.
[image: A map of the world
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If you are interested in helping someone with technology, helping give rides to appointments in Ripon, Berlin, Oshkosh, or Fond du Lac, please let Joanne Gregor know. If you or someone you know needs other assistance, please contact Lisa Tremore at 920-229-1297, Tammy Niemuth at 920-299-0240 or Joanne Gregor at 920-896-1518. If you need assistance of any kind, please do not feel like you are imposing; this is why Helping Hands exists! 

Evangelism Committee Highlights
· The September noisy offering of $372.49 collected by the junior ushers was sent to Christ Alone Academy in Princeton/Montello. October’s offering will go to Winnebago Lutheran Academy.
· The next Junior Youth Group gathering will be Saturday, October 11th from 9:30-11am.
· The next movie matinee will be at 1:00pm on Friday October 10th, showing “I Can Only Imagine” starring Dennis Quaid.
· Zionfest was a great success with Touch a Truck, kids games and activities, adult Bible Bingo and a Cornhole tournament.
· Mt. Zion donated 2 fidget pads to Barlow Park school and 2 to Murray Park school. One of our members has been making them with sensory items that were donated a while back.
· Trunk or Treat this year will likely be October 26th when the city of Ripon Trick or Treating is. There is a sign-up sheet by the library if you would like to decorate your trunk for this event. There is also a box in the church entry way to donate candy.
· 
	



Mission Festival
Our Mission Festival will be Sunday, October 19th. Pastor Abram Degner, who serves on the 1 Latin America Team, will be preaching and giving a presentation. A potluck meal will be served beginning at 11:15.


Noisy Offering
[image: Two buckets with labels on them

Description automatically generated]Please keep saving your spare change for our noisy offering on Nov. 2nd. Your donation will go to the LWMS Kids C.A.R.E. project Academia Cristo, through the One Latin America Team. Academia Cristo is a multi-faceted effort that seeks to make disciples by sharing the message of God’s grace and to build small groups of believers throughout Latin America. We appreciate your support for our noisy offerings, for your generosity and your prayers.

Advent By Candlelight – Unwrapping the Names of Jesus
Jesus, King of kings, Immanuel, Prince of Peace—we hear these names referring to God’s Son often during this time of year. They’re in the hymns we sing, the passages preached, the words on our lips. Do we ever stop to consider what they mean? In fact, each name reveals to us truth. They remind us of what God has accomplished. Each name confesses something uniquely special that he has done for you and for me.

This Advent by Candlelight program seeks to focus our attention right on Jesus by taking a deeper look—through Scripture, narrative, and song—at the names we hear him often called during Advent. Each name reveals a priceless gift just waiting to be opened and treasured for a lifetime. Each name is a perfect gift to unwrap. We are planning this event for November 30th, the first Sunday in Advent. More information will be posted soon. Contact Jo Meeker or Kari Hielke with any questions.

LWMS FALL RALLY
Beaver Dam Circuit Fall Rally – Oct. 18, 2025, St. Stephen’s, BEAVER DAM
The theme is: Lessons from the Field. Daniel and Amanda Lewig will be speaking about their years at the home mission in Richland Center/Hillpoint, WI. Theme verse is: Isaiah 55:10-11 “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: it will not return empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  See the rally flyer for more details!


WELS National Teen Bible Study

During the 2025-2026 school year, Dave Scharf, professor of theology at Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minn., will lead a series of four online interactive Bible studies for teens via Zoom. Lessons will focus on the book of Judges and take place on Sunday evenings at 6 p.m. (Central).

To register, please visit https://wels.zoom.us/meeting/register/l_eWEG6cQG2S7d6XEGNnrQ#/registration 
More information and promotional materials will be made available at wels.net/national-teen-bible-study in the coming weeks.

Mark your calendars for the next three dates in the series! November 9, February 15, and March 29.

Second Impressions
Second Impressions will be advertising on various digital billboards around Fond du Lac for the next 12 weeks- particularly promoting their Christmas shop and Senior Citizen Discount Day on Mondays for age 62+. They could use donations of infant and youth clothing- all sizes from newborn to 16, and also their purse inventory is low. The store has 5 spots open for cashiers- even just 2-3 hours a week helps tremendously. They can also use more help in receiving donations. Thank you for your consideration!

Free Movie Presentation
You and your friends are invited to a free presentation of the movie One By One based on the true story of David Rosenau, who began his career as an undertaker, spent years as an undercover narcotics and homicide detective, and then became a WELS pastor. Show times are Saturday, October 25th at 10:00 am at the Montello Theater, and Sunday, October 26th at 2:00 pm at Zion Lutheran Church in Kingston. The movie is produced by Salty Earth Pictures, Fort Atkinson, and sponsored by Zion Kingston and St. John’s Salemville. Registration is required as space is limited. Please visit zionstjohns.com/movie to register online, or call Diane at 920-299-6113. Space is limited.





On The lighter Side
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Mark & Kathy Roeder			10/1/1994
Karen & Chad Baranczyk			10/2/1999
Kevin & Anissa Schenning			10/2/2010
Dave & Darlene Patchett			10/3/1964
Crystal & Dylan Samuelson			10/3/2015
Gary & Gail Wichman			10/12/1974
Derek & Jillian Chitwood			10/17/2015
Richard & Janet Zellmer	        		10/22/1966
[bookmark: _Hlk146702368]Dave & Lisa Tremore			10/22/1994
Dave & Kim Mack                         		10/27/2001  
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Jason Roeder		10/5
Anisa Rushani	10/6
Dennis Hartman	10/7
Amber Mildebrandt	10/8
Kari Hielke                 10/9
Allen Judas           	10/9
Ray Lemiesz 		10/9
Mike Schaub		10/13
Travis Schmudlach	10/13
Sara Retelle   		10/14
Dave Mack    		10/16
Stephanie Gabert   10/19
Kathy Schaub		10/21
Hailey Niemuth	10/21
Kim (Mueller) Collard  10/22
Kathy Strook		10/25
Christian Grunert	10/28
Ella Weiske   		10/29
Marie Zuber 		10/30
Rita Weisnicht 	 10/31
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Mt. Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
320 Mt. Zion Dr. Ripon, WI 54971
Pastor Michael Sheppard
	
Church Email: mountzionripon@gmail.com
Church Website: www.mtzionripon.org
Pastor’s Office: 920-748-9734
Pastor’s Email: revmikesheppard@gmail.com


Newsletter Articles
Please email the church office with news/articles. Deadline for articles for the August edition is July 25th, 2025. Please either give news/articles to Jo Meeker or email them to the church office at mountzionripon@gmail.com.


We are always looking for human interest news from our members! If there is any incorrect information, please let us know that as well.
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