The Sheppard’s Pen
“Now we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal home in heaven, which is not made by human hands. 2 In fact, the reason we groan is that we long to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven. 3 If we do indeed put it on, we will certainly not be found naked. 4 To be sure, while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed, but to be clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now the one who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave us the Spirit as the down payment. 
6 Therefore we are always confident and know that while we are at home in the body, we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 But we are confident and would much prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 And for this reason we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home or away. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he did while in the body, whether good or bad.” (II Corinthians 5:1-10 EHV)
 
After going on a long trip, how nice it feels to come back to our own home!  We might enjoy traveling, but being home can be a relief.  The familiar surroundings, our own bed, and perhaps beloved pets await us when we return.  Paul expresses the same feelings when he spoke of our heavenly home.  We haven’t been there yet, but we long for that day because we long for the peace and the blessings that God gives there.  We long to be away from our lives here because this life includes sin and death.  As Christians we long to be away from this life because we endure temptations to disobey our God and Savior.  We are tempted especially to fall from faith, which would leave us spiritually alone.  We groan under the burden of worldly temptations because we want to be clothed with life in heaven.
Whether we are now experiencing joy or sadness in our earthly life, we are not alone.  The Lord God who redeemed us from sin, death, and hell remains with us.  Fellow Christians stand with us and endure our burdens with us.  God encourages us to gather with them to hear His Word and respond with praise.  We want to gather with our fellow believers in our church home to find encouragement and help.
On October 27th our congregation will be having “Welcome Home Sunday”.  How exciting and fulfilling it would be to have all our members attend!  Please encourage each other to join us on that day for worship at the regular time.  See you there!
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It is our joy to welcome another new member to our Mt. Zion family.  Well, she is new to us now, but actually Gayle Walker was married at Mt. Zion 54 years ago!  Her last name was Hartman then, and several members of her family are still members here.  Gayle and her husband Gordon had moved to Kingston, and she was a member of Zion Lutheran Church. When they moved back to Ripon, she transferred back to Mt. Zion. Gordon and Gayle live at Jaystone Terrace here in town.  They have been blessed with 4 children, 12 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren.  Gayle keeps busy taking care of some of them. Before the babysitting jobs, Gayle worked at PMI in Markesan and Gordon worked in Waupun at Silgan.  In any spare time she can find, Gayle likes to walk.  We are really happy to see her return to Mt. Zion!
Church Council Highlights
-The outdoor crosses were sandblasted and painted for about $4,800.00.
-Mark Roeder and Ken Hielke braced the south-facing decorative wall at the one end that is leaning toward the building.
-Kyle Stollfuss will be measuring the downstairs Sunday School classrooms to provide an estimate for new carpet.
-Bob Timm offered the church a video screen for the fellowship hall that can be raised and lowered electronically, and that can be “hidden” in the ceiling. His offer was accepted.
Ladies’ Aid Highlights
LWMS Fall Rally
The fall rally will be held October 19 at Zion, Columbus WI.  All women of the congregation are invited. If you wish to carpool please meet at the lower level parking lot by 8:30 a.m on Sat. Oct. 19. The speakers will be Pastor Meier and his wife Nancy. They will be doing a presentation on the 125th anniversary of the Apacheland Mission. The theme will be “The Light of the Gospel Continues Shining in the Desert.” The service project will be for the Peridot – Our Savior Lutheran School in Apacheland. For this project we will collect and send 4 types of school items: crayons, markers, pencils and glue sticks. A collection box is located outside the church office.
Kids C.A.R.E. Coming Soon
Once again Mt. Zion’s Sunday School will be supporting this year’s Kids C.A.R.E. mission project which will be launched in October.  The children will be learning about our world mission project, Indonesia: Early Childhood Education. More information regarding this project will be shared with the congregation in October, and the children will receive mission boxes.  Please keep this Kids C.A.R.E. project in your prayers.
Helping Hands
Mt. Zion’s Helping Hands continue to serve our members.  If you are interested in becoming a technology helping hand, can help in other ways, or know someone that needs assistance, please fill out a blue form found on the table by the window as you enter church, or you may contact Lisa Tremore at 920-229-1297, Tammy Niemuth at 920-299-0240 or Joanne Gregor at 920-896-1518. 
Youth Group
 
For young people grades 6-12: The Youth Group will meet the last Sunday of each month (times & locations will vary). Please invite a friend or a new member for our future events, which will include uplifting fellowship, fun and food! Contact Brett Long with questions and join the Remind App for updates by texting @mtzion 6-12 to 81010.
Mission Festival
 
This year’s Mission Festival will be on Sunday, November 3rd at the regular 9am service. Pastor Jon Hein will be preaching, then giving a presentation in the sanctuary after the service. He will be speaking about the future of rural churches. After the presentation, a meal will be served. 
Hearing Loop Fund Update
 
The cost for a hearing loop for our church is estimated at $7,800.00. Currently there is $4,105.00 in this fund. Thank you for your contributions; we’re more than halfway there!

Featured Recipes 
(This month features a main dish AND a dessert!) 

Eggplant Rice Casserole
By Sue Weckwerth
 
1 eggplant                      	 ½ cup uncooked rice
2 T. butter                      	 1 cup chicken broth
½ cup finely chopped onion   ½ lb. cooked grd. beef
1 tsp. finely minced garlic 	            	(optional)
½ cup crushed tomatoes   	Salt & Pepper to taste
 
Trim ends of eggplant; peel and cut into ½-inch thick slices, then cube. Set aside. Melt butter in a medium saucepan, then add garlic and onion. Saute until onion is translucent. Add eggplant, salt, and pepper. Add tomatoes. Cook 3 minutes, stirring at least once. Add rice and broth (and cooked ground beef if desired); stir. Cover and bring to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer for about 20 minutes or until rice is done.

Ultra Chocolate Brownies
By Shawn Schliepp
 
1 box Betty Crocker Milk Chocolate Brownie Mix
2 tsp Nutella
1 tsp unsweetened cocoa powder
Half of a 12oz. bag of chocolate chips
 
Prepare the boxed brownie mix following the directions on the box. Before pouring in a baking pan, stir in the Nutella, cocoa powder and chocolate chips. Bake as directed on the box.




Laughing With Lutherans
 
A book of highlights from 20 years of “Light side” from The Lutheran magazine
 
 
From Joel Rova Hegener of Silverdale, WA: “I was getting accurate answers as I asked the children about Old Testament stories we’d studied: ‘Samson was …?’ ‘A judge!’ ‘David was …? ‘A King!’ To ‘Jeremiah was …?’ a quick-witted fifth grader offered: ‘A bullfrog!’”
 
 
From Kristin Zemmol of Buena Park, CA: “At their wedding, my friends chose to have the congregation sing the majestic hymn, Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee. Verses were printed in the worship folder, but the third line down clearly read, ‘Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the groom of doubt away…’” 
October Birthdays
               	 
Addisyn Kranz             	  	  	 10/1
Liam Dibelius              	  	  	 10/4
Jason Roeder               	  	   	10/5
Anisa Rushani             	  	   	10/6
Dennis Hartman 	  	         	10/7
Amber Mildebrandt   	         	10/8
Kari Hielke         	  	         	10/9
Allen Judas        	  	         	10/9
Raymond Lemiesz    	         	10/9
Mike Schaub      	  	         	10/13
Travis Schmudlach   	         	10/13
Alan Kutz           	  	         	10/14
Hali Walker        	  	         	10/15
Morgan Damm   	  	         	10/16
Dave Mack        	  	         	10/16
Sara Retelle       	      	      		10/17
Stephanie Gabert     	         	10/19
Tyler Lemiesz              	  	   	10/21
Amanda Mueller 	  	         	10/21
Kathy Schaub              	  	   	10/21
Kim Mueller       	  	         	10/22
Chad Guell        	  	         	10/25
Kathy Strook               	  	   	10/25
Carl Kantorowicz	  	         	10/26
Frieda Mittelstaedt   	         	10/26
Bob Zanto         	  	         	10/26
Christian Grunert     	         	10/28
Stacie Leahy      	  	         	10/28
Justin Lind         	  	         	10/28
Kevin Hartman   	               		10/29
 		Ella Weiske            			10/29
 		Rita Weisnicht        	     	     	10/31
        
Anniversaries
 
Marshall and Christine Faulks             	10/10
Derek and Jillian Chitwood                 	10/17
David and Beth Lind                         	10/19
Richard and Janet Zellmer                 	10/22
Dave and Kim Mack                         	10/27
 
 
 
 


