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[bookmark: _Hlk219109114][bookmark: _Hlk214876149][bookmark: _Hlk214267352][bookmark: _Hlk210637852][bookmark: _Hlk208221305][bookmark: _Hlk205196107][bookmark: _Hlk200358705][bookmark: _Hlk201567567][bookmark: _Hlk196126384]Mt. Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

320 Mt. Zion Dr., Ripon, WI
www.mtzionripon.org
Facebook: Mt. Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

Pastor Kurt Hagen (Vacancy Pastor)
Phone 651-764-3901
pastorhagen@gmail.com
     
2nd Sunday in Lent                                                   Feb. 21, 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk112228443]Handicapped accessible restrooms are located upstairs next to the Pastor’s Study and downstairs next to the elevator.
Attendance: Please remember to sign the friendship pads. Registration for communion will continue as usual at the table.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mike Meeker.

[bookmark: _Hlk44318631][image: ]Hearing Loop: Our sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop system. Those who have compatible hearing aids (with a T-switch) will be able to hear the sound system directly into their ear(s).  The two main seating areas and the choir area are looped so that you may sit in any of the three areas. We also have four receivers available for those who do not have compatible hearing aids. If you wish to use a receiver please ask the ushers. Those who wish may bring their own headphones or ear buds. 

A note for our visitors on member communion – 
     Out of sincere love for the truth of God’s Word and for precious human souls, we practice member communion in our synod and congregation. This teaching, as practiced by the Church for centuries, is thoroughly Scriptural. It questions the faith of no individual yet asks that there be full doctrinal agreement between those who commune. For this reason, we ask that only those who are members of a WELS or ELS congregation join us for the Lord’s Supper. If you wish to commune with us please speak with the pastor before the service. The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated for those who desire it.
         The front row on the pulpit side is reserved for people who are unable to navigate the steps. Pastor will serve you Communion first.

Prayer Before Communion: Dearest Jesus, I thank you for the gift of your Holy Supper. As I come to your table, work true repentance in my heart. Teach me to confess my sins and to believe that I am forgiven for your sake. May your body and blood, which are in and with the bread and wine, nourish my faith and strengthen my will to live to the glory of your name. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk133830025][bookmark: _Hlk112227926]Hymns:   394,  402 Replaces the Gloria during Lent,  570,  (410,  409),  404,  
                                    
Pastor Semmann will conduct this evening’s service.
Guest Organist is Doug Jahnke
         
Order of Worship                                            Setting One pg. 154    
 
[bookmark: _Hlk163465913][bookmark: _Hlk164198668]First Reading:                                         Genesis 12:1-8 (EHV)
[bookmark: _Hlk118103095][bookmark: _Hlk188258212]Now the LORD said to Abram, “Get out of your country and away from your relatives and from your father’s house and go to the land that I will show you. 2I will make you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great. You will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse anyone who dishonors you. All of the families of the earth will be blessed in you.” 
4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him. Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5Abram took Sarai his wife, Lot his brother’s son, and all the possessions they had accumulated and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to travel to the land of Canaan. Eventually they arrived in the land of Canaan. 6Abram passed through the land until he came to the Oak of Moreh at the place called Shechem. The Canaanites were in the land at that time. 
7The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your descendants.” Abram built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 
8He moved on from there to the hill country east of Bethel and pitched his tent there, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 

Psalm: 121A                           I Lift Up My Eyes to the Mountains
(During Lent, the “Glory Be to The Father….” will not be sung)

Second Reading:                              Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 (EHV)  
What then will we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered according to the flesh? 2If indeed Abraham had been justified by works, he would have had a reason to boast—but not before God. 3For what does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
4Now to a person who works, his pay is not counted as a gift but as something owed. 5But to the person who does not work but believes in the God who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited to him as righteousness.
13Indeed, the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not given to Abraham or his descendants through the law, but through the righteousness that is by faith. 14To be sure, if people are heirs by the law, faith is empty and the promise is nullified. 15For law brings wrath. (Where there is no law, there is no transgression.) 16For this reason, the promise is by faith, so that it may be according to grace and may be guaranteed to all of Abraham’s descendants—not only to the one who is a descendant by law, but also to the one who has the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.”
Gospel Acclamation	
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk188258064]The reason the Son of /God appeared
Was to destroy the / devil’s work.  (Refrain)
Gospel Reading:                                                  John 3:1-17 (EHV)
[bookmark: _Hlk118102995] There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these miraculous signs you are doing unless God is with him.” 
3Jesus replied, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born from above, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?” 
5Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God! 6Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh. Whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be surprised when I tell you that you must be born from above. 8The wind blows where it pleases. You hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
9“How can these things be?” asked Nicodemus. 
10“You are the teacher of Israel,” Jesus answered, “and you do not know these things? 11Amen, Amen, I tell you: We speak what we know, and we testify about what we have seen. But you people do not accept our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven, except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven. 
14“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15so that everyone who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

Sermon Text:                                                      Psalm 25                                               
Sermon Theme:                                   “Hold God to His Mercy.”

[bookmark: _Hlk216248009][bookmark: _Hlk184633732][bookmark: _Hlk177376831][bookmark: _Hlk218506338][bookmark: _Hlk217723598][bookmark: _Hlk214268435][bookmark: _Hlk212455805][bookmark: _Hlk211934329][bookmark: _Hlk210639552][bookmark: _Hlk208824833][bookmark: _Hlk204591575][bookmark: _Hlk200962768][bookmark: _Hlk199753996][bookmark: _Hlk194314293][bookmark: _Hlk182820888][bookmark: _Hlk178587283][bookmark: _Hlk136332520][bookmark: _Hlk133829678][bookmark: _Hlk126571400][bookmark: _Hlk123637063][bookmark: _Hlk121128449][bookmark: _Hlk119316447][bookmark: _Hlk116893756][bookmark: _Hlk116289993][bookmark: _Hlk102987599][bookmark: _Hlk107817623][bookmark: _Hlk173747722][bookmark: _Hlk165279211][bookmark: _Hlk156814016][bookmark: _Hlk153183730][bookmark: _Hlk150161277][bookmark: _Hlk149554630][bookmark: _Hlk142902967]OFFERING:             The offerings are brought forward to the altar. 

[bookmark: _Hlk216247971][bookmark: _Hlk184634060]Keep in Your Prayers: Harley Dorsey, Carol Henning, Ginny Verch, Gary Wichman and Dick Zellmer.
[bookmark: _Hlk126571823][bookmark: _Hlk128556026][bookmark: _Hlk214267417][bookmark: _Hlk137459797][bookmark: _Hlk145319290][bookmark: _Hlk182819751][bookmark: _Hlk205196205][bookmark: _Hlk194313255][bookmark: _Hlk186443805][bookmark: _Hlk190076003][bookmark: _Hlk154560948][bookmark: _Hlk173746343][bookmark: _Hlk152577998][bookmark: _Hlk149553305][bookmark: _Hlk159232174][bookmark: _Hlk136332991][bookmark: _Hlk133830164][bookmark: _Hlk121128697][bookmark: _Hlk116290181][bookmark: _Hlk102983204][bookmark: _Hlk107817925][bookmark: _Hlk112057130][bookmark: _Hlk138667661]
Announcements
[bookmark: _Hlk219363401][bookmark: _Hlk218672284][bookmark: _Hlk216803765][bookmark: _Hlk219208306][bookmark: _Hlk212574694][bookmark: _Hlk217900807]Altar Flowers: Flowers have been placed on the altar in memory of Taylor Bacus, son of Kim Mack.

Easter Lilies: A sign-up sheet has been posted on the flower chart for those who would like to purchase Easter lilies for the services. The price this year is $13.00. If you have any questions or if you are purchasing as a memorial let her know. Marilyn’s number is 748-6474.

Communion setup and cleanup: Since communion is every week we are in need of more help. None of it is hard to do and does not take long. If you are interested please sign up on the sheet by the library. If you have questions please talk to Jo Meeker.

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS OF MT. ZION: Our vacancy pastor is Pastor Kurt Hagen of Zion in Kingston. Due to a shortage of pastors in our area our services will be held on Saturdays at 5PM. If you have any questions see Mike Meeker or any member of the Council. The Lenten services will be on Wednesday like normal.

WLA: Will be presenting performances of the play 13 Past Midnight March 5, 7 & 8. Please see the poster for more info.

Special Announcement: Due to problems in Shepherd’s Staff some of the offering envelopes you picked up are numbered incorrectly. Jo Meeker has a list of what the numbers should be. Please contact her at the church office or in church to get your correct number.  Please renumber each of your envelopes. Sorry for the inconvenience.

[bookmark: _Hlk216165389]Noisy Offering: Please keep saving your spare change for our noisy offering on Mar. 7th. Your offering will be given to Ripon’s Community Food Pantry. The Community Food Pantry provides fresh produce, meats, dairy products, breakfast options, whole grains & many shelf stable choices for up to 200 families every month. We make accommodations for our neighbors with special dietary needs, based on our inventory and availability.  No one is ever turned away. We have appreciated your support for our various projects and activities. [image: Two buckets with labels on them

Description automatically generated] 




[bookmark: _Hlk217891833][image: ]During the month of February will be having a “Souper Bowl” donation. We will be collecting a variety of soups for the Community Food Pantry in Ripon. Hy-Vee has generously offered to match all Hy-Vee soups that are donated up to $500. There is a box in the entryway for your donations. Thank you for your support.      The Evangelism Committee
[bookmark: _Hlk217890954][bookmark: _Hlk201074271][bookmark: _Hlk217891204][bookmark: _Hlk126571789][bookmark: _Hlk152141537][bookmark: _Hlk128556072]Mailbox and table: The March Forward In Christ is available and also the March 1, 2026-May 30, 2026 Meditations are available.

Birthday Celebration:  Birthday celebration for March TBD. 

If you would like the Lord’s Supper privately, please contact Pastor Kurt Hagen at 651-764-3901, or by email pastorkhagen@gmail.com.

[bookmark: _Hlk29804634]The Helping Hands Ministry is ready to serve the needs of our members. Please contact one of the following if you or someone you know needs assistance: Joanne Gregor at 920-896-1518 and Lisa Tremore at 920-229-1297.
[bookmark: _Hlk214267441]For Your Information
Attendance 2/18-21/2026               135 
   Offerings for 2/18-21/2026    $4,425.00

Serving Our Lord
        Thank you to everyone for your service to our Lord!

Ushers:
[bookmark: _Hlk137459859]Feb. 25 & 28, March 4:  Gary Quade, Travis Schmudlach, Kyle Stollfuss
PowerPoint: 
February 28:  Jan Ohlrich
March 4: Jo Meeker
March 7: Kari Hielke
March 11:  Jo Meeker
March 14:  Jan Ohlrich

[bookmark: _Hlk199233558]March. Communion Set up: Rhonda Schwandt
March. Communion Clean up: Marilyn Ninneman


[bookmark: _Hlk217900884][bookmark: _Hlk204590874][bookmark: _Hlk194313459][bookmark: _Hlk208823800][bookmark: _Hlk210638283][bookmark: _Hlk211934798][bookmark: _Hlk214267475][bookmark: _Hlk219109283][image: A cartoon character holding a calendar

Description automatically generated]

Saturday (28th)	5:00 PM Worship with Communion
Wednesday	4:30 – 6:00 PM Lenten Supper: BBQ (Ladies Aid)
	Attendance Sign up Sheet Available by the library
	6:30 PM Lenten Service 
Thursday	9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 
Saturday (2/7)	5:00 PM Worship Service with Communion
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          FEBRUARY “SOUPER” BOWL DONATIONS FOOD PANTRY   
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