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July, 2025

What does this mean?
[image: A black background with a black square

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Have you seen these letters as you come to worship or have you seen them in Christian pictures or paintings?  The IHS is a common abbreviation used in Chrisitan symbols.  Often they are seen at the center of a cross.  Sometimes they are written as JHS.  These three letters are an abbreviation of the name Jesus.  They are the first three letters of his name as written in Greek, IHSOUS (Jesus).  Jesus is the name given by the angel Gabriel when he announced to Mary that she would have a child who would also be the Savior (Luke 1:30-33).  The name Jesus is like the name Joshua, which means the Lord saves.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]This symbol is another common Christian symbol.  This symbol is made from two Greek letters, C (chi) and R (rho).   These two letters are the first two letters in the Greek word for Christ, CristoV (Christos).  Christ is the office which our Savior holds.  Christ is the Greek word for the Hebrew Messiah.  Both mean “the anointed one”.  The Son of God was anointed or set apart to be the Savior of the world.
[image: A black background with a black square

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]This word icquV (ichthys) is the Greek word for “fish”.  It reminds the Christian of Jesus calling his disciples to be fishers of men.  Christians have also used this word as an anacronym, IhsouV CpristoV, QeuV, UioV, Sothr. Which means: Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Keys open or lock doors.  Many of our locks don’t require us to use keys to lock them.  A button or remote may lock or unlock a door.  These two keys remind us of the keys of the kingdom of God.  Jesus gave his church on earth the ability to forgive sins for the repentant and not forgive sins of the impenitent.   Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am also sending you.”   After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.   Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (John 20:21-23 EHV)
Christian symbols can be very helpful to remind us of important truths of God’s Word.  Christians have used many more than these samples.  Often the Bible has word pictures which God uses to help us understand spiritual truths.  For these symbols to be helpful in our worship and in our devotional life, it is good to know what they mean. Let us be vigilant in studying the Bible and the symbols Christians use, to remind ourselves of our gracious God and all he does for us.
All illustrations in this article were created by Edward Riojas and are licensed through Concordia Publishing House.
[bookmark: _Hlk137627029]Council Minutes
May 14th 2025
Attendance: 
	Mike Meeker
	X
	Ken Hielke
	X
	Justen Niemuth
	X

	TJ Sitter
	X
	Rick Retelle
	X
	Josh Niemuth
	X

	Tim Lynch
	X
	David Smith
	X
	Dwyane Wichman
	X

	Pastor Sheppard
	X
	Mark Roeder
	X
	
	



President Mike Meeker called the meeting to order at 5:30pm 
Pastor Sheppard opened the meeting with a devotion; John 5: 24-26
Secretary Report: April 8th monthly meeting approved as printed: Motion:  Rick Retelle 2nd by Ken Hielke.
Treasurers Report: Accepted May Treasurers report: Motion Ken H. Second Dwyane Wichman
Talked about splitting taking some of the CD that is maturing and using some for tuition for 2025-2026. The interest money could be rolled over to the general funds.

Worship Elder Report: Josh / Pastor on contemporary service for summer; ideas from Faith in FDL.

Support Elder Report: Front Wall – can be removed and cleaned up; Pews - no update; Glass windows cleaning- no update. Plumbing work in kitchen needs to be done.(cold water); Looking to get stump ground up. Bird bath pump is bad – more than likely not putting back in place.

Member Nurture Elders Report. Tim/Pastor reach out to members not attending/ Funeral for Kathy Dorsey and Laurene Henning.

Family Nurture Elders: Pine car derby tbd; Timber rattler outing for 2025 is Aug 15th;  Possible Herd Faith night in November.

Evangelism Elders Report:  Request to clean up basement for storage, City wide rummage sale coming up, thinking about setting up a brat fry for people passing by; Noisy offering in June will go to the Kingdom workers; Mt. Zion Fest is Sept 7 ; Youth group is planning movie night or bonfire. Next meeting will be May 19th.

Pastors Report:

II. Devotion
24 Amen, Amen, I tell you: Anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He is not going to come into judgment but has crossed over from death to life.
25 “Amen, Amen, I tell you: A time is coming and is here now when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who listen will live. 26 For just as the Father has life in himself, so also he has granted the Son to have life in himself.
(John 5:24-26 EHV)
III. Ministry of the Word
1. Milage:  April TBA
2. Sunday School: Concluded for the summer.
3. Bible Study:  Sunday Bible Study concluded for the summer.  Tuesday morning classes is studying the Gospel of John.
4. Confirmation: Confirmation set for May 18th.
5. Bible Information Class: I have one couple in classes.  Classes will resume in June
6. Shut-ins: Continuing to visit and administer communion.
7. Vacation: We will be on vacation June 12-15th.  Seminary student Aaron Jobs will be covering the service with Doug Jahnke as organist.

IV. Statistics
	April  2025
	Total
	Average
	2nd 
Quarter Totals
	2nd
Quarterly Ave.
	Year to Date Ave.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Worship Attendance
	433
	109 (4 Sundays)
	433
	109
	97

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Communion Attendance
	141
	70 (2 Sundays)
	141
	70
	74

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Private Communion
	20
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bible Information
Class Attendance
	0
	0 (0 classes)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Bible Study Attendance
	12
	4 (3 Classes)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hospital Visits
	5
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pastoral Counseling Visits
	23
	
	
	
	



	Holy Thursday
	58
	51

	
	
	

	Good Friday
	
	

	       afternoon
	51
	39

	       evening
	14
	

	
	
	

	Easter Sunrise
	69
	


Old Business:  Glow sticks – group picked white color.

New Business: 1 Key for Patti Worm; Need to clean garage; gift for Pastor Ziebell moving away; Pastor Sheppard and Sue are gone June 12-15; new table for the bulletins instead of the white table. Next meeting June 10th 5:30pm

Motion to Adjourn: Motion: Tim Lynch  2nd Rich Retelle

Closing Prayer Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 6:30pm
 
General Announcements 
Thursday Services
Thursday evening services will continue through September 4th.

Junior Youth Group
The next Junior Youth Group gathering will be Saturday July 19th from 9am-11am. On the last Thursdays of July and August, a noisy offering pail will be put on the back offering table and by the entrance near the organ. Mark your calendars for July 31st and August 28th and please continue to save your spare change. Thanks from the Evangelism Committee.

Private Communion
Pastor Sheppard is happy to offer private communion to those who prefer it; simply email him (revmikesheppard@gmail.com) or call him (920-745-0883) to schedule a time.
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Helping Hands
If you are interested in helping someone with technology, helping give rides to appointments in Ripon, Berlin, Oshkosh, or Fond du Lac, please let Joanne Gregor know. If you or someone you know needs assistance, please contact Lisa Tremore at 920-229-1297, Tammy Niemuth at 920-299-0240 or Joanne Gregor at 920-896-1518. If you need assistance of any kind, please do not feel like you are imposing; this is why Helping Hands exists! 

Sunday School Teacher
We are looking for a teacher for the 1st and 2nd grades this fall. If anyone is interested, please see Jo Meeker. Thank you to Karen Baranczyk for all her years of teaching Sunday School.

Pre-voters’ Meeting
Beginning in July, one of the council members will hold a pre-voters' meeting for the women of our congregation. This will be held the Sunday before the quarterly voters’ meeting. At this meeting, women can express any concerns or ideas they have to be brought up at the voters’ meeting or a future council meeting. July’s pre-voters’ meeting will be on Sunday, July 13th. As always, anyone may express concerns or ask questions of any of the council members or Pastor at any time.

Timber Rattlers Game
· 
	



Friday August 15th will be our annual Timber Rattlers game. The costs are as follows: Tickets with meal + 2 drinks: adults - $20, children 12 and under - $15.00. Bus transportation is included. The meal will be served during the game, with fireworks after the game, weather permitting. Fees are payable to Dave Smith by Aug. 1st. Any questions please talk to Dave Smith. A signup sheet is on the podium by the library.

WELS Youth Night On the Lake
"Where Do I Go From Here” is the theme for the WELS Youth Night on the Lake on Sunday, July 20th from 3:30-6 p.m.  It features Koine and Pastor Wayne Shevy.  There will be live music, devotion, food, drinks, swimming, bags, basketball, and more.  It will be held at Soldiers and Sailors Park on Little Green Lake in Markesan (Bad weather location is Markesan High School).  This is hosted by the St. Paul's Manchester youth group, and is open to kids from grades 5 through 12.  Please RSVP to Cody McLean by July 11th: 
mclean2375@hotmail.com or text 608-669-4537.

Second Impressions
Second Impressions could use donations of children’s clothing, home décor, kitchen items, and sporting goods. If you enjoy volunteering, the staff could use help in the following areas: steaming (ironing) clothing steamers, receiving, and linens and toys. They are also looking to hire an assistant manager.




On The lighter Side
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Legrand and Joan Stibb				7/3/1960
Dennis and Karen Zanto			7/4/1992
Justen and Sarah Niemuth			7/11/2015
Warren and Rhonda Schwandt		7/16/1993
Carl and Ardis Grahn				7/22/1956
Mike and Kathy Schaub				7/29/1989
Mike and Deanne Jung				7/31/1993
Kyle and Kathy Lietzau				7/31/2010
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Carissa Ewald			7/4
Adriana Rushani			7/4
Donna Smith			7/6
Lori Minch				7/7
David Tremore			7/10
Alex Kranz				7/12
Jamie Scott				7/16
Elva Schultz				7/16
Sylvia Anderson			7/17
Traxtyn Pick				7/17
Willow Nitzke			7/17
Carol Henning			7/20
Tammy Niemuth			7/21
Deanne Jung			7/24
Sharon Miller			7/25
Larry Ehrenberg			7/27
Chelsey Jones			7/27
Lily Mack				7/28
Warren Schwandt			7/30
Marjo Hughes			7/30
Alexandra Elegbede-Peer		7/30
Joann Burr				7/30
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Mt. Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
320 Mt. Zion Dr. Ripon, WI 54971
Pastor Michael Sheppard
	
Church Email: mountzionripon@gmail.com
Church Website: www.mtzionripon.org

Pastor’s Office: 920-748-9734
Pastor’s Email: revmikesheppard@gmail.com


Newsletter Articles
Please email the church office with news/articles. Deadline for articles for the August edition is July 25th, 2025. Please either give news/articles to Jo Meeker or email them to the church office at mountzionripon@gmail.com.


We are always looking for human interest news from our members! If there is any incorrect information, please let us know that as well.
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Happy Birthday!
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