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January, 2026
What figures are part of your nativity scene?
As we enjoy the Christmas season, nativity scenes are part of the joyful décor.  When we view them in whatever style an artist has drawn, sculpted, or carved them or people display live scenes, we view common figures.  We see the set of an inn’s stable around which the figures are placed.  We can see some animals like the donkey that travelers would have ridden.  We might see camels or oxen, or figures of shepherds who came in from the fields to see this child which the angels told them about.  In the center we see in a manger containing something other than feed for the animals: a child.  Mary and Joseph are there as well, watching over the child.  The child is at the center because the he is the king who was born in that stable.  He is the king whom God promised long ago through the prophets.
Often along with these figures we may also see a star above the stable which guided wise men from the East.  They came seeking the one who was born.  They came to worship him.  Nativity scenes often have three wise men, sometimes with camels upon which they ride.

Were there three wise men?
Upon reading the account recorded by Matthew in chapter two of his Gospel, we see that the number of wise men is not given.  There could have been three or perhaps many more.  It isn’t important for us to know this detail or the Lord would have included it in his word.  Why then do we usually have three wise men in our nativities?  Why, then, does the Christmas song speak of three kings from the orient?  When the wise men came to the house where Jesus was, they presented him with three gifts – gold frankincense, and myrrh.  Since there were three gifts, we may think there were three wise men there.  And so, we often have three wise men - sometimes riding camels, and sometimes kneeling before the Christ child. 

Where did the wise men visit Jesus?
Although we may have the wise men visiting Jesus at the stable where he was born, there is information in Matthew’s account that indicates he was no longer in the stable when the wise men arrived.  Matthew tells us that after the wise men spoke to Herod they went to Bethlehem and the star went before them.  They saw the star set above the place where the child was.  They entered the house where he was and worshipped him.  As Matthew records:
9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them, until it stood still over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming joy. 11 After they went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 Since they had been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country by another route  (Matthew 2:9-12 EHV).

How old was Jesus when the Magi came to worship him?
Matthew does not give us that specific detail.  We do have indication that the Magi came from the East, following the star that had appeared two years before they spoke with Herod.  Herod had asked them the exact time the star appeared.  After the Magi were warned by the Lord not to go back to Herod, they travelled home by another route.  Herod was furious that they had not returned to tell him.  Herod saw this child as a rival as king, and sought to have him killed.  As Matthew records:
16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Wise Men, he was furious. He issued orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and in all the surrounding countryside, from two years old and under. This was in keeping with the exact time he had learned from the Wise Men (Matthew 2:16 EHV).
The Lord rescued his Son by telling Joseph to leave and go to Egypt.  There they stayed until Herod died.  We know from these words that the star had appeared two years before the Magi arrived in Jerusalem.  Jesus may have been two years old at the time the Magi came to see him.  
While we often see nativities with wise men near the manger, some place the wise men at the far end of the room from the nativity and slowly move them closer to the stable.  We are free to place the figures of our nativity scenes as we want them to be.  But we don’t use them to demonstrate a political or social view.  We use nativity sets to remind us and others of the birth of our Savior.  The wise men will always remind us of the truth that the child born in a stable and worshipped by the Magi is the Savior of all people.  
The arrival of the Magi is remembered on Epiphany, January 6th.  It is a day in the church year when we are shown by the worship of the wise men that the Christ child came to rescue not only the Jews but also the Gentiles (non-Jews).  The Lord had revealed to them the Savior’s birth.  We too marvel at our Lord Jesus Christ, and worship him who has rescued us from death and hell. How lovely shines the Morning Star! The nations see and hail afar the light in Judah shining.

Also please note: Pastor Sheppard’s last Sunday at Mt. Zion will be January 25th.

[bookmark: _Hlk137627029]Council Minutes
Nov.4th 2025
Attendance: 
	Mike Meeker
	X
	Ken Hielke
	X
	Justen Niemuth
	X

	TJ Sitter
	X
	Rick Retelle
	X
	Josh Niemuth
	

	Tim Lynch
	X
	David Smith
	X
	DuWayne Wichman
	X

	Pastor Sheppard
	X
	
	
	
	


President Mike Meeker called the meeting to order at 5:00pm 
Pastor Sheppard opened the meeting with a devotion. Psalm 16
Secretary Report: Oct monthly meeting approved as noted per revisions: Motion: Ken Hielke; 2nd DuWayne W. 
Treasurers Report: Motions to transfer $300 from undesignated memorials to the Benevolence Fund for the holiday approaching.
Worship Elder Report: Working on survey/ questionnaire for the churches need for contemporary service. Pastor James Buske from Lighthouse Youth Center will be preaching nov 9th; 
Support Elder Report: Front Wall no update, Roof needed a new coil; A motion to give Modern Rental the snow removal bid for 25-26 winter season. Motion Tim Lynch; 2nd Ken Hielke; Fridge was installed, Ice makers is next.
Member Nurture Elders Report: Adult confirmation for Matt and Ethel Behm;  Adult Baptism for Matt Behm; The second round of letters will go out for the no response with a reminder always welcome back. 5 more families will be getting the 1st letter soon.
Family Nurture Elders: Childrens bags for Christmas and planning. Also thinking about Council Mans evening meal in Jan. Looking into setting up Aug Baseball with rattlers again.
Evangelism Elders Report:  Trunk or treat was 15 cars. About 360 attendance; Raise $330 for noisy offering for LWMS Kids C.A.R.E. project Academia Cristo. Next will be for Lighthouse youth center.
Pastors Report: See pastors report attached.  
Old Business:  
New Business: Lending Table is just the heavy style; but they are used currently for tapestry. Advent by candle light service Nov 30th ; Next meeting will be for budget approval Dec 14; Trees to be set up maybe nov 30th; Next council meeting Dec 9th; Next voters Meeting is Jan 18th, 2026;  Transfer some money into Audio and Visual Aid funds for computer supplies. Motion Tim L ; 2nd Rich R.; Motion to change church insurance from Acuity to Church Mutual out of Merril Wi; Tim Lynch; 2nd Rich R.
Motion to Adjourn: Motion: Ken Hielke; 2nd Rich R. 6:40pm
Closing Prayer Closed with the Lords Prayer 

Ladies Aid Minutes
                        Ladies Aid Meeting November 11, 2025
Meeting called to order by President Tremore at 6:30PM. Pastor Sheppard led us in the Common Table Prayer. Hostess Dianne O. served snacks to thirteen members. Pastor gave a devotion from Psalm 16. King David believed God would not abandon him to the grave. God was his refuge and would be at his right hand forever. We sang verse 1 and 6 of Hymn #638, “The Gospel Shows The Father’s Grace” accompanied by Sue S. on piano. 

There were no questions with the Treasurer’s report. Total in checking account today is $3842.90. Breakdown: Gen. Fund: $3092.81; LWMS: $245.48; and Helping Hands: $422.61. Motion by Jean L. and seconded by Robin S. to accept Treasurer’s report.

There were no additions or corrections to the minutes from the October 14, 2025 meeting. Motion by Marilyn N. and seconded by Kathy S. to approve  minutes. Dianne O. gave the Sunshine report. $36 collected at last month’s meeting. Balance in fund is $71.52.
President Tremore read a thank you note from Karen and Bob Reiser.

Old Business
1. Joanne G. gave an update on Helping Hands. It only took about an hour for some church members to help Dennis Schliepp to clean his garage. There was an adult Baptism last Sunday. He was given an ornament and gift card.
2. Dianne O. gave an update on LWMS. a. Beaver Dam Circuit Fall Rally at St. Stephens Beaver Dam; b. The Home Mission Project is Family and Children’s Ministry. The World Mission Project is CAMM, Central Africa Medical Mission. Their Fall Newsletter was passed around. c. There is a display with information about our current Befriend a Mission up stairs before entering church. Members encouraged to take a bag with Christmas cards they can write out to these Missionaries. Return to church and will be sent to the BAM. D. The pie social with free will offering for LWMS Send One Sister was very successful $238 collected.
3. Discussion on how much to send for the Fall Rally Service Project, Bethlehem Preschool Richland Center. Motion by Jean L. and seconded by Sue S. to send $350 to Circuit for Project. Also, a motion by Joanne G. and seconded by Dianne O. to send a total of $250 for the SOS.
4. The proposed Amendments Bylaws of the Beaver Dam Circuit passed around for members to look over. 
5. Sue S. bought eleven $30 gift cards for Christmas for our college students. 
6. Sara R. and Dianne O. refreshed the children’s bags in church.
7. 
New Business
1. Donna M. and Jo M. will go to Crossroads to set up menu for Christmas party. Date is December 9 at 6PM. There will be a sign up sheet in church.
2. Voted unanimously to send our Stocking money to Lighthouse Youth Center. Marilyn N. gave an explanation on how the Stocking money began.
3. Discussion on cookie plates for shut ins for Christmas. Will be open for congregation to bring one dozen cookies by morning of December 14. Donna M., Kathy and Lyle S. will pack cookie plates. Will deliver that week. We have a list of shut ins.
4. Was decided to have Council set up Christmas trees in church Thanksgiving Eve after church service. Volunteers to help decorate trees: Jean L., Robin S., Sue S., and Lisa T. 
5. Marilyn N. passed around a sign up sheet for ordering Poinsettias. Need order before Thanksgiving, cost is $12. Will also order 2 white ones for church altar. 
6. Sue S. will take care of the Advent wreath. 
November, December, and January birthdays acknowledged. Meeting adjourned at 7:10PM. We closed the meeting with Pastor leading us in the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted, Dianne Olsen, Secretary

          General Announcements 
ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS OF MT. ZION: Our vacancy pastor will be Pastor Kurt Hagen of St. John’s in Kingston. Due to a shortage of pastors our services will be held on Saturdays at 5PM beginning February 7th. No decision has been made concerning Sunday School. If you have any questions see Mike Meeker or any member of the Council. The Lenten services will be on Wednesday like normal. No services will be held on February 1st. After the service on February 7th there will be a brief congregational meeting to explain how the vacancy will work and answer any questions. 


[bookmark: _Hlk217900725]
[bookmark: _Hlk217890954][image: Cereal box sizes getting tricky and confusing]Cereal Request: Mount Zion has received a request from Shannon Wright from the Traded Treasures Community Food Pantry for donations. They are in desperate need for cereal. There is a box in the entryway for your cereal donations. This is a great opportunity for us to reach out to members of our community in need of our help. Thank you for your support.   The Evangelism Committee
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If you are interested in helping someone with technology, helping give rides to appointments in Ripon, Berlin, Oshkosh, or Fond du Lac, please let Joanne Gregor know. If you or someone you know needs other assistance, please contact Lisa Tremore at 920-229-1297, Tammy Niemuth at 920-299-0240 or Joanne Gregor at 920-896-1518. If you need assistance of any kind, please do not feel like you are imposing; this is why Helping Hands exists! 

Shut-in Visits
We are hoping to start a program to make sure all our shut-ins are receiving consistent visits from members here at church.  If you would like to coordinate a schedule to plan monthly visits or if you would like to volunteer to visit a shut-in please see the sign-up sheet on the table by the office. 

WELS National Teen Bible Study

During the 2025-2026 school year, Dave Scharf, professor of theology at Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minn., will lead a series of four online interactive Bible studies for teens via Zoom. Lessons will focus on the book of Judges and take place on Sunday evenings at 6 p.m. (Central).

To register, please visit https://wels.zoom.us/meeting/register/l_eWEG6cQG2S7d6XEGNnrQ#/registration 
More information and promotional materials will be made available at wels.net/national-teen-bible-study in the coming weeks.

Mark your calendars for the next two dates in the series: February 15, and March 29.









On The lighter Side
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Gary and Kathy Gitzel				  1/3/1986
Allen and Linda Judas				1/14/2000
Ferd and Mildred Roeder			1/19/2014
Larry and Sally Ehrenberg			1/23/1960
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Robert Kranz			 1/1
Judy Doll			1/1
Vicky Dickerson		 1/4
Bennett Gonzalez		 1/5
Jo Meeker			 1/7
Lincoln Chitwood		 1/8
Dennis Timm			1/10
Ed Manske			1/11
Randy Revels			1/11
Dick Zellmer			1/12
Dave Patchett			1/16
Janet Brooks			1/16
Jan Ohlrich			1/24
Jim Paulus			1/24
Brittany Taylor			1/25
Caitlin Goeldi			1/25
Vincent Goeldi			1/25
Lisa Schwandt			1/26
David Thiel			1/26
Sara Grunert 			1/28
Mike Jung, Sr.			1/30
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Mt. Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
320 Mt. Zion Dr. Ripon, WI 54971
Pastor Michael Sheppard
	
Church Email: mountzionripon@gmail.com
Church Website: www.mtzionripon.org
Pastor’s Office: 920-748-9734
Pastor’s Email: revmikesheppard@gmail.com


Newsletter Articles
Please email the church office with news/articles. Deadline for articles for the August edition is July 25th, 2025. Please either give news/articles to Jo Meeker or email them to the church office at mountzionripon@gmail.com.
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Happy Birthday!
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