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Prayer before Worship
Open, O Lord, my mouth to bless Thy holy Name; cleanse also my heart from all vain, evil, and wandering thoughts; enlighten my understanding and kindle my affections; that by Thy grace I may attentively and devoutly worship in Thy house this day, and so through Thy mercy be fit to be heard before the presence of Thy divine majesty; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The minister enters in silence. Organ or other instrumental music is used only to support the singing.
The Tenebrae candles are lit.
Stand
GOSPEL – St. John 19:17-30
M:	The holy Gospel for Good Friday, according to St. John. 
Please be Seated
After saying these things, Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden. He and his disciples went into it. Now Judas, who was betraying him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas took the company of soldiers and some guards from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons. Jesus, knowing everything that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who are you looking for?” “Jesus the Nazarene,” they replied. “I am he,” Jesus told them. Judas, the betrayer, was standing with them. When Jesus told them, “I am he,” they backed away and fell to the ground. 
Then Jesus asked them again, “Who are you looking for?” “Jesus the Nazarene,” they said. “I told you that I am he,” Jesus replied. “So if you are looking for me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the statement he had spoken: “I did not lose any of those you have given me.” 
Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus. So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath. Shall I not drink the cup my Father has given me?” 
[bookmark: en-EHV-26791]Then the company of soldiers, their commander, and the Jewish guards arrested Jesus and bound him. First they led him to Annas, because he was father-in-law to Caiaphas, who was the high priest that year. Now it was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews, “It is better that one man die for the people.”
Simon Peter and another disciple kept following Jesus. That disciple was known to the high priest, so he went into the high priest’s courtyard with Jesus. But Peter stood outside by the door. So the other disciple, the one known to the high priest, went out and talked to the girl watching the door and brought Peter in.
“You are not one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” the girl at the door asked Peter.
“I am not!” he said. The servants and guards were standing around a fire of coals that they had made because it was cold. While they warmed themselves, Peter was standing with them, warming himself too.
The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I always taught in a synagogue or at the temple, where all the Jews gather. I said nothing in secret. Why are you questioning me? Ask those who heard what I told them. Look, they know what I said.” When he said this, one of the guards standing there hit Jesus in the face. “Is that how you answer the high priest?” he demanded. “If I said something wrong,” Jesus answered, “testify about what was wrong. But if I was right, why did you hit me?” Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
Simon Peter continued to stand there warming himself. So they said to him, “You are not one of his disciples too, are you?” He denied it, saying, “I am not!” One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, said, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” Peter denied it again, and just then a rooster crowed.
Early in the morning, the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium. They did not enter the Praetorium themselves, so that they would not become ceremonially unclean. (They wanted to be able to eat the Passover meal.) So Pilate went out to them and said, “What charge do you bring against this man?”  They answered him, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The Jews said, “It’s not legal for us to put anyone to death.” This happened so that the statement Jesus had spoken indicating what kind of death he was going to die would be fulfilled. 
Pilate went back into the Praetorium and summoned Jesus. He asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would fight so that I would not be handed over to the Jews. But now my kingdom is not from here.”
“You are a king then?” Pilate asked. Jesus answered, “I am, as you say, a king. For this reason I was born, and for this reason I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” “What is truth?” Pilate said to him.
After he said this, he went out again to the Jews and told them, “I find no basis for a charge against him. But you have a custom that I release one prisoner to you at the Passover. So do you want me to release the King of the Jews for you?” Then they shouted back, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” (Now Barabbas was a rebel.) 
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers also twisted together a crown of thorns and placed it on his head. Then they threw a purple robe around him. They kept coming to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they kept hitting him in the face.
Pilate went outside again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” So Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” When the chief priests and guards saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no basis for a charge against him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.” When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. He went back inside the palace again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. So Pilate asked him, “Are you not talking to me? Don’t you know that I have the authority to release you or to crucify you?” Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over me at all if it had not been given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.”
From then on Pilate tried to release Jesus. But the Jews shouted, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar! Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar!” When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside. He sat down on the judge’s seat at a place called the Stone Pavement, or Gabbatha in Aramaic. It was about the sixth hour on the Preparation Day for the Passover. Pilate said to the Jews, “Here is your king!” They shouted, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Should I crucify your king?” “We have no king but Caesar!” the chief priests answered. So then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus away.
	PLEASE STAND 
Carrying his own cross, he went out to what is called the Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. There they crucified him with two others, one on each side, and Jesus in the middle. Pilate also had a notice written and fastened on the cross. It read, “Jesus the Nazarene, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this notice, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that ‘this man said, “I am the King of the Jews.”’” Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier. They also took his tunic, which was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. So they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it. Instead, let’s cast lots to see who gets it.” This was so that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says: They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. So the soldiers did these things.
Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene were standing near the cross. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother!” And from that time this disciple took her into his own home.
[bookmark: en-EHV-26848]After this, knowing that everything had now been finished, and to fulfill the Scripture, Jesus said, “I thirst.” A jar full of sour wine was sitting there. So they put a sponge soaked in sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished!” Then, bowing his head, he gave up his spirit.
	A BRIEF SILENCE IS OBSERVED
Since it was the Preparation Day, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses over the Sabbath (because that Sabbath was a particularly important day). They asked Pilate to have the men’s legs broken and the bodies taken away. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man who was crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other man.
But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear. Immediately blood and water came out. The one who saw it has testified, and his testimony is true. He knows that he is telling the truth, so that you also may believe. Indeed, these things happened so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, “Not one of his bones will be broken.” Again another Scripture says, “They will look at the one they pierced.”
After this, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him remove Jesus’ body. When Pilate gave him permission, he came and took Jesus’ body away. Nicodemus, who earlier had come to Jesus at night, also came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-two pounds.
They took Jesus’ body and bound it with linen strips along with the spices, in accord with Jewish burial customs.
There was a garden at the place where Jesus was crucified. And in the garden was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. So they laid Jesus there, because it was the Jewish Preparation Day, and the tomb was near.
The first candle is extinguished. 
Silence for meditation

Be seated

hymn – CW 429 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 
The second candle is extinguished. 
Silence for meditation

PSALM 2
M:	(Antiphon) The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One.
M:	Why do the nations conspire 
C:	And the peoples plot in vain?
M:	The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together 
C:	Against the LORD and against his Anointed One. 
M:	“Let us break their chains,” they say, 
C:	“And throw off their fetters.” 
M:	The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
C:	The Lord scoffs at them. 
M:	Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
C:	“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
M:	I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: 
C:	He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father. 
M:	Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, 
C:	The ends of the earth your possession. 
M:	You will rule them with an iron scepter; 
C:	You will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 
M:	Therefore, you kings, be wise; 
C:	Be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
M:	Serve the LORD with fear
C:	And rejoice with trembling. 
M:	Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 
C:	Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 
M:	(Antiphon) The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One.
The third candle is extinguished. 
Silence for meditation

HYMN – CW 430  Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
The fourth candle is extinguished. 
Silence for meditation

Psalm 27
M:	(Antiphon) False witnesses rise up against me, breathing out violence. 
M:	The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? 
C:	The LORD is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid? 
M:	When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh, 
C:	When my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble and fall. 
M:	Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; 
C:	Though war break out against me, even then will I be confident. 
M:	One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: 
C:	That I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple. 
M:	For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; 
C:	He will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high upon a rock. 
M:	Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me; 
C:	At his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will sing and make music to the LORD. 
M:	Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;
C:	Be merciful to me and answer me.
M:	My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” 
C:	Your face, LORD, I will seek.
M:	Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my helper. 
C:	Do not reject me or forsake me, O God my Savior. 
M:	Though my father and mother forsake me, 
C:	The LORD will receive me. 
M:	Teach me your way, O LORD; 
C:	Lead me in a straight path because of my oppressors. 
M:	Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, 
C:	For false witnesses rise up against me, breathing out violence. 
M:	I am still confident of this:
C:	I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 
M:	Wait for the LORD; 
C:	Be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 
M:	(Antiphon) False witnesses rise up against me, breathing out violence.
The fifth candle is extinguished.
Silence for meditation

HYMN – CW 432 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Have You Broken 
Sermon Text – ZECHARIAH 3:1-10

Then he showed me Joshua, the high priest, standing before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan was standing at his right hand to accuse him. 
2The Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Isn’t this man a burning stick plucked from a fire?” 
3Now Joshua was clothed in filthy clothing and was standing in front of the Angel. 4Then the Angel of the Lord spoke to those who were standing in front of him: “Remove his filthy clothing.” 
Then he said to Joshua, “See, I have taken your guilt away from you, so that I may clothe you in a special robe.” 
5I said, “Let them place a clean turban on his head.” So they placed a clean turban on his head and got him dressed, while the Angel of the Lord was standing by. 
6Then the Angel of the Lord spoke solemnly to Joshua: 
7This is what the Lord of Armies says. If you will walk in my ways and carry out my ministry, then you will also govern my house and watch over my courts, and I will give you access among those who are standing here. 
8Now listen, High Priest Joshua, you and your associates who sit in front of you—because these men are a sign. Look! I am going to bring my servant, the Branch. 9Look carefully at the stone that I placed in front of Joshua! On one stone with seven facets I will engrave an inscription, declares the Lord of Armies, and I will remove the guilt of this land in a single day. 
10On that day, declares the Lord of Armies, each one of you will invite his neighbor to join him under his vine and under his fig tree.

Sermon Theme: “The Dirt is Gone!”

Hymn – CW 434 Upon the Cross Extended 
The sixth candle is extinguished.
Silence for meditation

THe Prayer of the church
I adore You, Lord Jesus Christ, hanging upon the Cross, and bearing on Your head a crown of thorns: 
I beseech You, Lord Jesus Christ, that Your cross may free me from the avenging Angel.
I adore You, Lord Jesus Christ, wounded upon the cross, drinking vinegar and gall: 
I beseech You, Lord Jesus Christ, that Your wounds may be my remedy.
I adore You, Lord Jesus Christ, placed in the tomb, laid in myrrh and spices: 
I beseech You, Lord Jesus Christ, that Your death may be my life.
I adore You, Lord Jesus Christ, descending into hell, proclaiming your victory: 
I beseech You, never let me enter there.
I adore You, Lord Jesus Christ, rising from the dead, ascending into heaven and sitting on the right hand of the Father: 
have mercy on me, I beseech You.
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, preserve the righteous, make righteous the sinners, have mercy on all the faithful: 
and be gracious to me, a sinner.
O Lord Jesus Christ, I ask You for the sake of that most bitter suffering which You bore for my sake upon the cross, and above all when Your most noble soul left Your most holy body,
have mercy on my soul at its departing. Amen.
We adore You O Christ and we bless You,
Because by Your holy cross You have redeemed the world.
O Lord, hear my prayer.
And let my cry come unto You.
O most kindly Lord Jesus Christ: turn upon us miserable sinners, those eyes of mercy with which You beheld Peter in court, and Mary Magdalene at the banquet, and the thief on the gibbet of the cross: and grant that with the blessed Peter we may worthily lament our sins, with Mary Magdalene may perfectly serve You, and with the thief may behold you eternally in heaven; Who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. 
Amen.
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication unto you, and you promise that, when two or three are gathered together in your name, you will grant their requests : fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of your servants, as may be most expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth and in the world to come life everlasting; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
Amen.

Hymn – CW 410 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 
Silence for meditation

	Special prayer requests may be offered 

STAND 

The seventh candle is carried from the chancel. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:	Let us pray.
	Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: 	Amen.

BE SEATED 

Silence for meditation 

A loud noise (strepitus) representing the rending of Christ’s tomb is heard.
The seventh candle is returned to burn in the chancel.

The congregation joins in the singing of CW 817:3 to close the service.
	Lord, let at last thine angels come; To Abram’s bosom bear me home 
	That I may die unfearing. And in its narrow chamber keep 
	My body safe in peaceful sleep Until thy reappearing. 
	And then from death awaken me That these mine eyes with joy may see, 
	O Son of God, your glorious face, My Savior and my Fount of grace. 
	Lord Jesus Christ, My prayer attend, my prayer attend, 
	And I will praise thee without end.

The minister exits the chancel. 
The congregation may remain for prayer and meditation before dispersing quietly. You are invited to leave in a restrained manner, as if mourning for a departed Friend. 

Sunday (4/5)     Easter Breakfast served from 7:45 – 9:00 AM
Easter Egg Hunt at 8:15
Easter Sunday with Communion – Pastor Meier 9:00 AM (No   “Sonrise” Service)
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