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December, 2025
Lord Forgive Us Our Sins As We Forgive Others.
As we approach Christmas, we will marvel at the manger of the Lord of glory who humbled himself to be conceived and born in lowliness.  We rejoice in the words of the angels who announced the birth of the Savior of us all: 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for all people: 11 Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude from the heavenly army, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward mankind” (Luke 2:10-14 EHV). The Savior came to bring peace between sinful mankind and their holy creator.  He came to suffer under his Father’s wrath in our place.  Through faith in Jesus Christ, the Lord no longer regards us as guilty of disobeying him.
This peace with God directs our lives here on earth.  Forgiveness won by Christ Jesus, our Lord, moves and empowers us to live lives of thankfulness to our God and Savior.  God has given us new life with a new self that loves him and trusts him.  Then, why do we struggle to do this?  We struggle because as long as we live in this world, we have a sinful nature.  The sinful nature and the new self continue to wrestle for control.  In our new self we delight in serving God, but in our sinful nature we delight in sin.
How do we deal with the sin others commit against us?  Jesus gives us direction so that we can restore our brother or sister in Christ.  15 “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his sin just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have regained your brother (Matthew 18:15 EHV). The goal of talking to other Christians who sin against us is not to punish them but to restore them.  It is so that they recognize their sin and turn away from it to our Lord Jesus who forgives us.  
Jesus tells us to go to that person and show him or her their sin so that we can win our brother over.  We are not to go and tell other people about it, though the pastor may be able to give some direction and help with words that might be said.  Our Savior does not say the first step is to tell the church or others.  We can’t ask someone else to go to them.  We go to them to talk with them in person.  If he or she listens we have won them over.  We want to restore our brother or sister in Christ.   We assure them of God’s forgiveness and forgive them.  We do not hold it against them personally.  
Our Savior continues to tell us what we do when the person doesn’t listen.  16 But if he will not listen, take one or two others along with you, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses’  (Matthew 18:16 EHV).  If the person does not listen, we bring one or two who witnessed the sin.  If we take someone who did not witness it, then it may become a matter of “he said/she said.” Witnesses can say, “You did this. We saw you or heard you.”  The purpose again is to win our brother or sister over.  And when we do, we rejoice and forgive them.
Our Savior knows that, sadly, we Christians follow our sinful nature and don’t always acknowledge our sin even when it is pointed out to us or we can make our sin a point of pride rather than realizing it is our shame.  Jesus tells us that after two or three who witnessed the sin and witnessed the impenitence, we then tell the church.  This involves the pastor and/or elders.  17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And, if he refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him as an unbeliever or a tax collector (Matthew 18:17 EHV).  Again the goal is that our brother or sister would repent.  It is not to harm them or to make them pay for their sin.  If the person doesn’t listen to the church, then the church is to treat the person as an unbeliever.  This is what we call excommunication.  Even this step is meant to call an erring brother or sister to repentance.  It is a loving step taken for sake of that person’s soul and eternal welfare.
Jesus now tells us by what authority the church can carry out discipline of the erring brother or sister.  18 Amen I tell you: Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Amen I tell you again: If two of you on earth agree to ask for anything, it will be done for them by my Father who is in heaven.  20 In fact where two or three have gathered together in my name, there I am among them” (Matthew 18:18-20 EHV).  These keys our Lord and Savior has given to his church to lock heaven to the plainly impenitent individual and to unlock heaven to the repentant individual.  We use them according to our Lord’s direction given in his word.
In order to show our love to them, we first repent of our own sins,  keeping in mind that we have disobeyed God and have received in God’s forgiveness in Christ.  Doing this helps us to go them in love with a humble spirit rather than a sinful one.  In doing so, we may discover that we misunderstood what was done or said.  We may realize that we didn’t take their words and actions in the kindest possible way.
As we stand before the manger of our Lord, the little child wrapped in swaddling cloths is the one who forgives our sins.  He is the one in whom we trust.

Also please note: Pastor Sheppard has accepted the call to Immanuel Lutheran Church in La Crosse, WI. His last Sunday at Mt. Zion will be January 25th.

[bookmark: _Hlk137627029]Council Minutes
Oct 14th 2025
Attendance: 
	Mike Meeker
	X
	Ken Hielke
	X
	Justen Niemuth
	X

	TJ Sitter
	X
	Rick Retelle
	X
	Josh Niemuth
	X

	Tim Lynch
	X
	David Smith
	X
	DuWayne Wichman
	

	Pastor Sheppard
	X
	
	
	
	


President Mike Meeker called the meeting to order at 5:35pm 
Pastor Sheppard opened the meeting with a devotion.
[bookmark: _Hlk211408060]There were discussions about a few items brought up about the Angel Tree, Santa club and contemporary service. The council will reach out to FDL and Green lake Human Services and the Ripon school districts to see who needs help with Christmas. The concern is the WELS does not want to be associated with working thru or for the Salvation Army. 
Secretary Report: Sept monthly meeting approved as printed: Motion: Ken Hielke; 2nd Rick Retelle 
Treasurers Report: Monthly interest on CDs to General Fund: The $7500 was moved; Another donation was given for Educational funds; WLA $8k/ Lutheran College $4k to dedicated fund. Approval for the Treasury Report Tim L; 2nd Rick R. 
Worship Elder Report: Working on survey for the churches voice on contemporary service.
Support Elder Report: Front Wall and Roof – 10-16-25 based on metal from Amish. Snow bids requested for snow removal. Only one came back so far. (Apex, Integrity, Modern rental, Rick Ergman, etc)
Member Nurture Elders Report. Tim L Motion to transfer Nathan Tremore to Living water;  2nd was by Ken H.  Jerry Bender/Jenna W. Motion to transfer to St Johns in Salemville. 14 calls were made and have about 10 follow ups. 1st letter was sent. 2nd letter will go out in Nov. Would release in Jan at qtr meeting. 
Family Nurture Elders: Pine car derby had about 8 cars. 42 people attended The new comers meal. The thought is to have pine car derby in Feb again. Thinking about Christmas bags for about 25-30 kids. Thinking about Council Dinner in Jan. TBD 
Evangelism Elders Report:  Basement cleaning continues. Looking to help Dennis S; Noisy offering brought in about $557 and will be sent to WLA; the next one will be donated to Kids Care.; 26th is Trunk or Treat. Reminder sign up sheet is in back for joining a car. Donation box set up in lobby for candy.
Pastors Report: 
I. Ministry of the Word
1. Miles: September 152  October TBD
2. Sunday School: The Sunday School staff is starting to prepare for the Christmas Service.
3. Bible Study: Sunday Bible study is watching the video series The Chosen.  Tuesday morning Bible study is beginning the study of the book of Acts. 
4. Confirmation: This year’s classes include three students, one seventh grade and two eighth graders.  One of the eight graders is a non member and his mother and he are interested in joining.
5. Bible Information Class: A member of our congregation is taking classes with a friend who is unchurched.  This Sunday we will be having an adult baptism and adult confirmation.  I have a couple of prospects for future classes.  
6. Prospects: I have some potential members that I am talking with.  They are people who have been invited by individuals within our congregation.
7. Shut-ins: Continuing to visit and administer communion.
II. Statistics
	September  2025
	Total
	Average
	2nd 
Quarter Totals
	2nd
Quarterly Ave.
	Year to Date Ave.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Worship Attendance
	390
	86 (4 Sundays)
	1242
	96
	102

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Communion Attendance
	162
	81 (2 Sundays)
	495
	82
	79

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Private Communion
	15
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bible Information
Class Attendance
	14
	2 (7 classes)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Bible Study Attendance
	24
	8  (3 Classes)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hospital Visits
	2
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pastoral Counseling Visits
	19
	
	
	
	



Old Business:  Garage items- Ken will look into trying to pack up. Elections are coming up. VP Ken Hielke nomination will be Terry Dolderer.; Rick Retelle would be Rick Niemuth; Treasurer TJ Sitter nomination for Justen N.; Member Nurture elder Tim L nomination will be Dave Mack;  Appoint Derek Chitwood as secretary.
New Business: Lending Table is just the heavy style; but they are used currently for tapestry. Advent by candle light service Nov 30th; Request for some Funds. Motion to give $600 out of Thrivent choice dollars; M: Ken Hielke, 2nd Josh Niemuth;  Insurance company need to be reviewed; Acuity will no longer cover older roofs. Next meeting is Budget. Nov 4 at 5:00pm; Voters meeting Oct 26 2025
Motion to Adjourn: Motion: Ken Hielke 2nd Tim Lynch .
Closing Prayer Closed with the Lords Prayer 7:00pm

Ladies Aid Minutes
                        Ladies Aid Meeting October 14, 2025

meeting called to order by Vice President Sara Retelle until President Tremore arrived. Pastor Sheppard led us with the Common Table Prayer. Snacks provided by Tammy N. Pastor’s devotion was from Ephesians Chapter 4. We are all part of the Holy Christian Church. We all have a function in serving our Savior, the head of the Church.
We sang Hymn #355, “Take the World But Give Me Jesus” accompanied by Sue S. on piano.
1. There were no questions re: the Treasurer’s report. Today’s balance in checking account is $3842.90. Breakdown: Gen. Fund: $3210.81; LWMS: $209.48; and Helping Hands: $422.61. Motion by Jean L. and seconded by Sara R. to accept report.
2. There were no additions or corrections to the Secretary’s minutes from 09/09/25. Motion by Ardis G. and seconded by Jo M. to approve the minutes.  
3. Dianne O. gave the Sunshine report.  
4. Pres. T. read thank you notes from the June Lynch family and from Christian Family Solutions.
                                          Old Business
1. Joanne G. gave Helping Hands report. She asked the council about asking the congregation for help in cleaning member Dennis Schliepp’s garage before winter. She passed around a sign-up sheet for contributing, set-up, and delivery of Thanksgiving meals to our shut-ins. She commented the November noisy offering will go to Lighthouse Youth Center with campuses in Milwaukee and Appleton. Pastor James Buske, the Executive Director, will give the sermon Nov. 9, 2025.
2. Dianne O. gave LWMS report. 
a. Fall Rally at St. Stephen’s, Beaver Dam, this Saturday. Will car pool. Service Project will be $$ collection for Bethlehem Lutheran Academy, Richland Center Preschool.
b. Bring plastic canvas crosses to church before Saturday as we need to take along to Rally.
c. Proceeds from the pie and ice cream social Nov. 9 will go to the Send One Sister. Consider applying for SOS, the National Convention June ’26 is in Madison.
d. November is Befriend A Missionary Month. Will have Christmas cards available to write out or take along and return. Will send in bulk to our BAM. 
3. Sue S. reported there are ten college students and one from Luther Prep from our congregation. She will send them $30 gift cards for Christmas.
4. Already discussed Fall Rally October 18.
5. Sue S. has completed the list of WELS Ripon College students. To check on banner or info at campus re: Mt. Zion services etc. 
6. Discussed setting up committee to organize weekly visits to our shut ins. No one volunteered. Will put in bulletin for congregation to consider.
7. The pie and ice cream social will be Nov. 9. Sign-up sheet passed around to bring pies.
8. New refrigerators have been ordered and will be delivered next Monday.
9. Mission Fest is October 19, potluck lunch after church. The kitchen committee includes Jean L., Patti W., and Judy D. 
                                                        New Business
Jean L. asked to speak to the ladies. She asked us to try to build each other up rather than use words that may hurt.
1. Sara R. and Dianne O. will refill and refresh the kid’s bags in church.
2. Robin S. will take care of the Fall decorations.
3. The Thanksgiving meal for shut ins in November has already been discussed.
4. Christmas party is December 9. Committee members include Donna M. and Jo M. with entertainment Cherie A. and Patti W.
5. Befriend A Missionary Christmas cards already discussed. 
October birthdays acknowledged. Pastor led us with The Lord’s Prayer. Meeting adjourned at 7:25PM. 
Respectfully Submitted, Dianne Olsen, Secretary

          General Announcements 

Sunday School
Parents, please keep working with your children on their parts for the Christmas service. Practices will be Sundays after church. The Children’s Christmas Service will be held on Sunday the 21st at 6:30 PM.
Christmas Schedule
Sunday 12/21 6:30 PM Children’s Christmas Service
Wednesday 12/24 6:30 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
 Thursday 9:00 AM 12/25 Christmas Day Service
Wednesday 6:30 PM 12/31 New Year’s Eve Service with Communion

Bible Studies
Sunday’s study is to be determined; Tuesday’s study will continue studying the book of Acts. 

Private Communion
Pastor Sheppard is happy to offer private communion to those who prefer it; simply email him (revmikesheppard@gmail.com) or call him (920-745-0883) to schedule a time.
[image: A map of the world
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If you are interested in helping someone with technology, helping give rides to appointments in Ripon, Berlin, Oshkosh, or Fond du Lac, please let Joanne Gregor know. If you or someone you know needs other assistance, please contact Lisa Tremore at 920-229-1297, Tammy Niemuth at 920-299-0240 or Joanne Gregor at 920-896-1518. If you need assistance of any kind, please do not feel like you are imposing; this is why Helping Hands exists! 
Shut-in Visits
We are hoping to start a program to make sure all our shut-ins are receiving consistent visits from members here at church.  If you would like to coordinate a schedule to plan monthly visits or if you would like to volunteer to visit a shut-in please see the sign-up sheet on the table by the office. 

Advent By Candlelight
20+ ladies attended our Advent By Candlelight program “Unwrapping the Names of Jesus” on Sunday, November 30th. Desserts, apple cider, coffee and water were served. Hymns were interspersed with readings about 4 names of Jesus, and the program concluded with several ladies singing “Peace, Peace” (with Silent Night).

[image: A group of people sitting at tables
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WELS National Teen Bible Study

During the 2025-2026 school year, Dave Scharf, professor of theology at Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minn., will lead a series of four online interactive Bible studies for teens via Zoom. Lessons will focus on the book of Judges and take place on Sunday evenings at 6 p.m. (Central).

To register, please visit https://wels.zoom.us/meeting/register/l_eWEG6cQG2S7d6XEGNnrQ#/registration 
More information and promotional materials will be made available at wels.net/national-teen-bible-study in the coming weeks.

Mark your calendars for the next two dates in the series: February 15, and March 29.

[bookmark: _Hlk212619816]Second Impressions
Second Impressions will be advertising on various digital billboards around Fond du Lac for the next 12 weeks- particularly promoting their Christmas shop and Senior Citizen Discount Day on Mondays for age 62+. They could use donations of infant and youth clothing- all sizes from newborn to 16, and also their purse inventory is low. The store has 5 spots open for cashiers- even just 2-3 hours a week helps tremendously. They can also use more help in receiving donations. Thank you for your consideration!

On The lighter Side
[image: A picture containing text, clipart
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Ken & Kari Hielke				12/3/1983
Dennis & Brenda Miller				12/9/2000
Don & Donna Mueller	  	         		12/13/1960
Don & Joanne Gregor				12/28/1974
Tim & Mandy Kranz				12/31/2008
Nick & Caitlin Goeldi				12/31/2016
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Legrand Stibb		12/1
Carter Samuelson	12/4
Bob Reiser		12/6
Adam Covach		12/8
Tammy Weckwerth	12/9
Tinsley Peoples		12/14
Robin Scott		12/16
Elijah TerBeest		12/17
Steve Ohlrich		12/19
Patti Worm		12/21
Connor Isaac		12/21
Dennis Scott		12/23
Donna Mueller		12/25
Remington Mueller	12/25
Carl Mueller		12/26
Sally Ehrenberg		12/31
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Newsletter Articles
Please email the church office with news/articles. Deadline for articles for the August edition is July 25th, 2025. Please either give news/articles to Jo Meeker or email them to the church office at mountzionripon@gmail.com.
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Happy Birthday!
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