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[bookmark: _Hlk217289890]Christmas From the Heart
A Lullaby Service
Candlelight Service    		6:30 PM	       December 24, 2025
Soloists:		Christmas From the Heart 
Call to Worship (John 1:1-3)
M:	In the beginning was the Word,
C: 	and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
M:	He was with God in the beginning.  Through him everything was made, 
C:	and without him not one thing was made that has been made. 
M:	In him was life, and the life was the light of mankind. 
C:	The light is shining in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
Prayer of the Day
M:	Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true light.  Grant that was we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we may also behold him in all his glory in the life to come; through your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:	Amen.
Hymn: 		A Stable Lamp Is Lighted	CWS: 706
First Lesson: 		Psalm 96
[bookmark: _Hlk217290318]Sing to the LORD a new song.  Sing to the LORD, all the earth.  2 Sing to the LORD. Praise his name.  Proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.  3 Tell about his glory among the nations, about his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 4For great is the LORD and worthy of great praise.  He is to be feared above all gods.  5 For all the gods of the peoples are “nothings,” but the LORD made the heavens.  6 Splendor and majesty are before him.  Power and beauty are in his sanctuary.  7 Ascribe to the LORD, families of peoples, Ascribe to the LORD glory and power.  8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name.  Bring a gift and come into his courtyards.  9 Bow down to the LORD in the splendor of his holiness.  Look away from his face, all the earth.  10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.”  The world is firmly established.  It will not be moved.  He will judge the peoples with fairness.  11Let the heavens rejoice.  Let the earth celebrate.  Let the sea roar, and all that fills it.  12 Let the fields be overjoyed, and everything that is in them.  Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy 13before the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to judge the earth.  He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness.
Hymn: 		What Child Is This	CW: 344
Second Lesson: 		I John 1:1-9
[bookmark: _Hlk217290516]1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have observed and our hands have touched regarding the Word of Life— 2 the life appeared, and we have seen it. We testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We are proclaiming what we have seen and heard also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us. Our fellowship is with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ. 4 We write these things to you so that our joy may be complete.  5 This is the message we heard from him and proclaim to you: God is light. In him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him but still walk in darkness, we are lying and do not put the truth into practice. 7 But if we walk in the light, just as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Hymn: 		Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 	CW: 339
Gospel Lesson: 		Luke 2:1-20
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 And everyone went to register, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judea, to the town of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was from the house and family line of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, his wife, who was pledged to him in marriage and was expecting a child.  6 And so it was that while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  8 There were in the same country shepherds staying out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified! 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for all people: 11 Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude from the heavenly army, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward mankind.”  15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Now let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they told others the message they had been told about this child. 18 And all who heard it were amazed by what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
[bookmark: _Hlk217290832]Hymn:		It Came Upon the Midnight Clear	   
1. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’s all gracious king.”
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

2. Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heav’nly music floats o’er all the weary world.
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hov’ring wing,
And ever o’er its babel sounds the blessed angels sing.

3. And you, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low,
Who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow:
Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing;
Oh, rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing!

4. For lo! The days are hast’ning on, by prophets seen of old,
When with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold,
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
And all the world give back the song which now the angels sing.

Sermon:	 Luke 2:6,7,10-13
[bookmark: _Hlk217291024]Listen to the Lullaby at the Manger.
Offering: 		CW 362 v.1,5,6
[bookmark: _Hlk217291248]Prayers:
M:	Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh.
C:	On this holy night, receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers.
M:	You sent Jesus as a lowly child to demonstrate your concern for all, the weak and lonely, the troubled and frightened, the timid and helpless. No one is overlooked by your ever-seeking eyes. No one is excluded from your upholding arms. No one is denied the comfort and help of your outstretched hand.
C:	Bless us with a childlike faith in the divine assurance that you love and care for us always.
M:	You sent Jesus as the Savior of the world to deliver all from the curse of sin, the power of death, and the torment of hell. He took our place. He was born under the law to set us free. He became the innocent lamb of sacrifice. He came to die and rise again in order that we might live eternally. Firmly implant this good news in our hearts, and fill us with an eager desire to spread the Word concerning what we have heard tonight.
C:	May all who hear the message, in every nation under heaven, be amazed and believe what is told them about the child.
M:	You sent Jesus as the Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure.
C:	For today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord. Amen. 
© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission.
Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Responsive Reading: (John 1:1-3)
M: The real light that shines on everyone was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 
C:	yet the world did not recognize him. 
M:	He came to what was his own, 
C:	yet his own people did not accept him.
M:	But to all who did receive him, to those who believe in his name, 
C:	he gave the right to become children of God.
M:	They were born, not of blood, or of the desire of the flesh, or of a husband’s will, but born of God.
C:	The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. 
All:	We have seen his glory, the glory he has as the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Lighting of the “Candles:” Glowsticks will be handed out at this time- crack them in the middle to activate.
Hymn:		Silent Night, Holy Night!	CW: 337


Benediction
[bookmark: _Hlk217291840]Soloists and Congregation: 		“Müde Bin Ich”	
The soloists will sing the first verse in German; the congregation is invited to sing verses 1-4 in English.
1. (German) Müde bin ich, geh’ zur Ruh’
schließe meine Äuglein zu.
Vater, lass die Augen dein
über meinem Bette sein.

1. (English) Weary, I lie down to sleep,
Close my eyes and trust you’ll keep
Lord, your loving, watchful eye
O’er this bed where now I lie.

2. From the sins that marred this day
Turn, O Lord, and look away
To the cross by which your Son
Rights the wrongs that I have done.

3. Family members everywhere,
Keep, O Lord, within your care.
Humankind of every race
Let your loving arms embrace.

4. To the grieving, grant your peace.
Let the weeping find release.
Hold us firm, keep faith alive,
Till we all in heav’n arrive.
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