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Do we become angels when we go to heaven?
The idea that human beings become angels when we go to heaven is a part of our pop culture.  Movies and TV shows, books and stories portray people who die and become angels.  But is that what happens?  Do we become angels?  Or we might ask the converse question:  Do evil people become demons?  The answer from the Bible is no, we do not become angels when we go to heaven, and evil persons do not become demons.
How do we know this?  Angels were present and mentioned in Genesis 3.  The Devil, who was an angel, rebelled against God and tempted Eve to sin.  He and the other evil angels who rebelled are the demons mentioned in the Bible (in the Bible they are called demons or evil spirits). After the fall into sin, the Lord posted a cherubim, an angel, with a flaming sword to keep mankind out of the garden and away from the tree of life (Genesis 3:24).  He did not want mankind to live forever as sinners.  The angels were created and present before any human beings died.  At the time of Genesis 3 only two people lived on the earth and they hadn’t died.
The Bible tells us that angels are spirits without flesh and blood.  Are not all angels ministering spirits sent out to serve for the benefit of those who are going to inherit salvation? (Hebrews 1:14 EHV)  They are holy and do not inherit salvation as we do.
Jesus came to help Abraham’s offspring, that is, those who believe in Christ here in this life.  Because of our Savior’s work he destroyed the Devil’s power by paying for our sins.  Therefore, since the children share flesh and blood, he also shared the same flesh and blood, so that through death he could destroy the one who had the power of death (that is, the Devil) and free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death.  For surely he was not concerned with helping angels but with helping Abraham’s offspring.   (Hebrews 2:14-16 EHV)  Jesus came to help not the angels but Abraham’s offspring- those who share his faith in God’s promise of the Savior.
When did the Lord create the angels?  He created the angels during the six days of creation.  As the Bible says, For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and everything that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. (Exodus 20:11 EHV)   All things were created in our Lord Jesus Christ, including the angels.  For in him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, things seen and unseen, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. (Colossians 1:16 EHV)
The demons are angels that had been created by God with the others.  They rebelled against God and were put out of heaven.   For if God did not spare angels when they sinned but handed them over to chains of darkness by casting them into hell, to be kept under guard for judgment; …  then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation and to keep the unrighteous under guard until the day of judgment, in order to punish them. (2 Peter 2:4,9 EHV)  Here we see that Peter makes a distinction between angels and human beings.  Yet without Christ, the sinner shares the same punishment in hell.  But the Lord knows how to deliver believers in Christ out of temptation.
Pop culture, movies, books and stories often include the views or beliefs of the writers.  When we hear and see such things, we need only compare them to the Bible to know with certainty what is correct and what is not.  What comfort God’s Word gives us!  Humans do not become angels or demons.  But God who created all things sends his holy angels out to protect and serve his people.  They have brought messages from God as the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary to announce our Savior’s birth.  They are sent out for the benefit of believers who will inherit salvation.  They serve God by doing what he commands for our good.
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June 10, 2025
Attendance: 
	Mike Meeker
	X
	Ken Hielke
	X
	Justen Niemuth
	

	TJ Sitter
	X
	Rick Retelle
	X
	Josh Niemuth
	X

	Tim Lynch
	X
	David Smith
	X
	DuWayne Wichman
	X

	Pastor Sheppard
	X
	
	
	
	



President Mike Meeker called the meeting to order at 5:40pm 
Pastor Sheppard opened the meeting with a devotion.
Secretary Report: TJ made a motion to accept, 2nd by Tim.
Treasurers Report: Working on getting Evangelism Report into Shepherd’s Staff.  Motion made by Tim L. to accept, 2nd by Dave S.
Worship Elder Report: Still Looking into a contemporary service for once a month; Thursday throughout summer series church services.
Support Elder Report: Front Wall, Roof on hold.
Member Nurture Elders Report: Tim Lynch  Compiled a list of people to release or transfer. Ken made a motion and T.J. seconded to release 8 members in July and another list to be sent letters for possible transfer/release in October.
Family Nurture Elders: Dave Smith Pine car derby for church picnic. Will talk to Rick Niemuth. 
Timber Rattler’s August 15TH Game – Jo will make the signup sheet. 
Ask the youth group if interested in a Herd Game.
Church picnic (Zionfest) Sept. 7th.

Evangelism Elders Report DuWayne Wichman via written message to Mike M.: Not available.

 Pastors Report: 

1. Devotion
12 Therefore, as God’s elect, holy and loved, clothe yourselves with heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and forgive each other if anyone has a complaint against anyone else. Forgive, just as Christ forgave you. 14 And, in addition to all these things, put on love, which ties things together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ control your hearts, to which you were also called, in one body. And be thankful.
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, with gratitude in your hearts to God.  17 And everything you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
(Colossians 3:12-17 EHV)

1. Ministry of the Word
1. Mileage:  April 	345	May	379
1. Sunday School: Concluded for the summer.
1. Bible Study:  Bible classes are on recess for the summer months.
1. Confirmation: Confirmation is recessed for the summer.
1. Bible Information Class: I have one couple in classes.
1. Shut-ins: Continuing to visit and administer communion.
1. Vacation: We will be on vacation June 12-15th.  Seminary student Aaron Jobs will be covering the service with Doug Jahnke as organist.

1. Statistics
	June 2025
	Total
	Average
	2nd 
Quarter Totals
	2nd
Quarterly Ave.
	Year to Date Ave.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Worship Attendance
	471
	117 (4 Sundays)
	904
	113
	102

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Communion Attendance
	149
	74 (2 Sundays)
	290
	72
	73

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Private Communion
	21
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bible Information
Class Attendance
	0
	0 (0 classes)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Bible Study Attendance
	6
	3 (2 Classes)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hospital Visits
	5
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pastoral Counseling Visits
	24
	
	
	
	




Old Business: Ken Hielke will make 2 tables for the back of church, instead of using the folding white tables.
Farewell Gift for Pastor Ziebell, July 6th.  

New Business: Tim Lynch will take Gary Wichman’s place as Member Nurture Elder. Appointment by Mike M. until December 31st.
Projector

Adjourned:   Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 7:10pm


General Announcements 
[bookmark: _Hlk204764537]
Thursday Services
The last Thursday evening service will be on September 4th.


Private Communion
Pastor Sheppard is happy to offer private communion to those who prefer it; simply email him (revmikesheppard@gmail.com) or call him (920-745-0883) to schedule a time.
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Helping Hands
If you are interested in helping someone with technology, helping give rides to appointments in Ripon, Berlin, Oshkosh, or Fond du Lac, please let Joanne Gregor know. If you or someone you know needs assistance, please contact Lisa Tremore at 920-229-1297, Tammy Niemuth at 920-299-0240 or Joanne Gregor at 920-896-1518. If you need assistance of any kind, please do not feel like you are imposing; this is why Helping Hands exists! 

Ladies’ Aid
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Are you looking for Christian fellowship?
Do you want to help in the work of our congregation?
Are you interested in becoming more involved?
Join us as we restart our ladies aid for the year.

There is no commitment required.
We meet once a month on Tuesday evenings at 6:30
No meetings in the summer, and 9 meetings total per year.
Our next meeting is September 9th, 2025.

Movie Matinee

[image: A pair of tickets with text]
We will be viewing the movie “The Shack” at 1PM on September 5th. If you haven’t signed up but are still interested please contact Kim Mack.

Junior Youth Group
The next Junior Youth Group gathering will be Saturday Sept. 13th from 9:30am-11am. On the last Thursday of August, a noisy offering pail will be put on the back offering table and by the entrance near the organ. Mark your calendars for August 28th and please continue to save your spare change. Thanks from the Evangelism Committee.

· 
	


Attention Singers! [image: C:\Users\kathy\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\XQNJ87BK\MC900350545[1].wmf]
 Adult Choir will be starting again!  Do you like singing just for fun?  Well, there is no more fun than singing for the Lord!  Singers of all abilities are welcome to join the Adult Choir. We are actively looking for more members to fill out each section, especially tenor and bass!  Praising God while having fun is our motto.                       
We will have our first rehearsal Wed. Sept. 3 at 6:15 pm.   Call Kathy Schaub at 748-2585 if you have questions, or just be there for the first practice.  You don’t have to be the world’s best singer.  Everyone is welcome!!! 


Noisy Offering:
[image: Two buckets with labels on them

Description automatically generated]Please keep saving your spare change for our noisy offering on Sept. 7th. Your donation will go to support Christ Alone Academy, St. John’s Princeton and St. John’s Montello. We appreciated your support for our noisy offerings, for your generosity and your prayers.

Women’s Bible Study:
The women’s Bible Study Group will resume on Thursday, September 11th from 9-10. We will be viewing and discussing Chosen Season 5 and will meet in the church’s fellowship hall to utilize the new TV and DVD player. We welcome anyone that would like to join us. If you have any questions you can contact Joanne Gregor at 920-896-5518 or gregorj12@hotmail.com. Mark your calendars; looking forward to seeing everyone again and all newcomers.

Items in the Church Garage
There are a number of items in the church garage from when the downstairs classrooms were cleaned out. These items are free for the taking, and include 2 boomboxes, Wii systems and controllers, overhead projectors, yarn, notebooks, 2 chairs, 2 large bulletin boards, a small filing cabinet, and several small shelving units. If these items are not taken by the end of August, they will be donated.

Second Impressions
Second Impressions could use donations of children’s clothing, home décor, kitchen items, and sporting goods. If you enjoy volunteering, the staff could use help in the following areas: steaming (ironing) clothing steamers, receiving, and linens and toys. They are also looking to hire an assistant manager.


New Members
Welcome to our new members!
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Deb and Jim Paulus

[image: A group of people standing together
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Michelle and Judy Doll; David Thiel





On The lighter Side
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Adam & Danielle Covach			  8/4/2018
Kyle & Melanie Stollfuss			8/17/2007
Edgar & Mary Bradley			8/26/1978
Kurt & Carissa Ewald			8/26/2006
Rick & Tammy Niemuth			8/28/1982
Terry & Brenda Dolderer			8/29/2015
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Brad Krahn		8/2
Tiffany Shadick	8/2
Michael Sheppard	8/4
Donald Mueller	8/8
Bruce Beier		8/9
Jonathan Zellmer	8/10
Eric Eckert		8/10
Janet Zellmer	8/12
Holly Machmueller	8/13
Bennet Mack	8/13
Elizabeth Weiske	8/13
Joshua Niemuth	8/15
Roman Mueller	8/15
DuWayne Wichman8/17
Jeff Weckwerth	8/18
Katherine Gitzel	8/20
Cyliee Baumgarten	8/23
Paige Wichman	8/25
Mason Isaac		8/25
Melissa Lemiesz	8/28
Austin Baranczyk	8/29
Mike Meeker	8/29
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Mt. Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
320 Mt. Zion Dr. Ripon, WI 54971
Pastor Michael Sheppard
	
Church Email: mountzionripon@gmail.com
Church Website: www.mtzionripon.org

Pastor’s Office: 920-748-9734
Pastor’s Email: revmikesheppard@gmail.com


Newsletter Articles
Please email the church office with news/articles. Deadline for articles for the August edition is July 25th, 2025. Please either give news/articles to Jo Meeker or email them to the church office at mountzionripon@gmail.com.


We are always looking for human interest news from our members! If there is any incorrect information, please let us know that as well.
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Happy Birthday!
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