FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
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Mt. Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

320 Mt. Zion Dr., Ripon, WI
www.mtzionripon.org
Facebook: Mt. Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

Pastor Kurt Hagen (Vacancy Pastor)
Phone 651-764-3901
pastorhagen@gmail.com
     
5th Sunday of Easter                                                   May 2, 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk112228443]Handicapped accessible restrooms are located upstairs next to the Pastor’s Study and downstairs next to the elevator.
Attendance: Please remember to sign the friendship pads. Registration for communion will continue as usual at the table.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mike Meeker.

[bookmark: _Hlk44318631][image: ]Hearing Loop: Our sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop system. Those who have compatible hearing aids (with a T-switch) will be able to hear the sound system directly into their ear(s).  The two main seating areas and the choir area are looped so that you may sit in any of the three areas. We also have four receivers available for those who do not have compatible hearing aids. If you wish to use a receiver please ask the ushers. Those who wish may bring their own headphones or ear buds. 

A note for our visitors on member communion – 
     Out of sincere love for the truth of God’s Word and for precious human souls, we practice member communion in our synod and congregation. This teaching, as practiced by the Church for centuries, is thoroughly Scriptural. It questions the faith of no individual yet asks that there be full doctrinal agreement between those who commune. For this reason, we ask that only those who are members of a WELS or ELS congregation join us for the Lord’s Supper. If you wish to commune with us please speak with the pastor before the service. The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated for those who desire it.  The front row on the pulpit side is reserved for people who are unable to navigate the steps. Pastor will serve you Communion first.

Prayer Before Communion: Lord Jesus, I thank you for the gift of your Holy Supper. As I come to your table, word true repentance in my heart. Teach me to confess my sins and to believe that I am forgiven for your sake. May your body and blood, in and with the bread and wine, nourish my faith and strengthen my will to live in a way that is pleasing to you. Help me see what a blessing you sacrament is for my soul, and lead me to your altar often to receive your forgiveness. Amen.

Hymn: Christ the Eternal Lord	CW 521
1	Christ the eternal Lord,
    whose promise here we claim,
whose gifts of grace are freely poured
    on all who name your name;
with thankfulness and praise
    we stand before your throne,
intent to serve you all our days
    and make your glory known.

2	Christ the unchanging Word
    to ev’ry passing age,
whose timeless teachings still are heard
    set forth on Scripture’s page;
transform our thought and mind,
    enlighten all who read,
within your Word by faith to find
    the bread of life indeed.

3	Christ the redeeming Son
    who shares our human birth,
and by his death salvation won
    for ev’ry child of earth;
inspire our hearts, we pray,
    to tell your love abroad,
that all may honor Christ today
    and follow him as Lord.

4	Christ the unfading Light
    of everlasting day,
our Morning Star in splendor bright,
    the Life, the Truth, the Way;
that light of truth you give
    to servants as to friends,
your way to walk, your life to live,
    till earth’s brief journey ends.

5	Christ the ascended King
    exalted high above,
whose praise unending ages sing,
    whom yet unseen we love;
when mortal life is past
    your voice from heaven’s throne
shall call your children home at last
    to know as we are known.
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926
Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716381

(Stand)

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Confession	CW 154
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

(Silence for meditation and reflection)

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen.
Glory Be to God on High	CW 157
Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, 
we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory, 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer. 
You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us. 
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord. 
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Be seated)

First Reading	Acts 4:8–12
	8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11Jesus is
“ ‘the stone you builders rejected,
	which has become the cornerstone.’
12Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

This is the Day the LORD Has Made	Psalm 118A
Refrain
This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad! 
This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad!
 
The Lord is my strength and / my defense;
    he has become my sal- / vation.
The Lord’s right hand is / lifted high;
    the Lord’s right hand has done / mighty things!
I will not / die but live,
    and will proclaim what the / Lord has done.   Refrain
 
I will give you thanks, for you / answered me;
    you have become my sal- / vation.
The stone the builders re- / jected
    has become the / cornerstone;
the Lord has / done this,
    and it is marvelous / in our eyes.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain
Text: Lectionary for Mass Text: © 1969 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716381

Second Reading	1 Peter 2:4–10
	4As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him— 5you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For in Scripture it says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion,
	a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him
	will never be put to shame.”
7Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,
“The stone the builders rejected
	has become the cornerstone,”
8and, “A stone that causes people to stumble
	and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.
	9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)
Gospel Acclamation	John 14:6
[image: A black background with a black square

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
[bookmark: _Hlk188258064]I am the way and the truth /and the life.
No one comes to the Father ex- /cept through me.  (Refrain)
Gospel & Sermon Text:	John 14:1–11
	1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4You know the way to the place where I am going.”
	5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
	6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”
	8Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
	9Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.
 
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Choir Song:                              Awake My Soul
With an authentic Celtic feel, this is a lilting reminder of renewed life in Christ.

(Be seated)

Hymn: Welcome, Happy Morning	CW 469
1	“Welcome, happy morning!”
    age to age shall say;
“Hell today is vanquished;
    heav’n is won today!”
Lo, the dead is living,
    God forevermore!
Him, their true Creator,
    all his works adore. (Refrain)

Ref	“Welcome, happy morning!”
    age to age shall say;
“Hell today is vanquished;
    heav’n is won today!”

2	Maker and Redeemer,
    life and health of all,
God from heav’n beholding
    human nature’s fall,
of the Father’s Godhead
    you, the only Son,
mankind to deliver
    manhood did put on. (Refrain)

3	Source of all things living,
    you came down to die,
plumbed the depths of hell to
    raise us up on high.
Come, then, true and faithful,
    come, fulfill your word;
this is your third morning—
    rise, O buried Lord. (Refrain)

4	Free the souls long prisoned,
    bound with Satan’s chain;
all that now is fallen
    raise to life again.
Show your face in brightness;
    shine in ev’ry land
as in Eden’s garden
    when the world began. (Refrain)
Text: Venantius Fortunatus, c. 530–609, abr.; tr. John Ellerton, 1826–1893, alt.   
Text: Public domain

Sermon Theme “Jesus’ Comfort for an Uncertain Future.”

(Stand)
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
        maker of heaven and earth,
        of all that is,
        seen and unseen.
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
        eternally begotten of the Father,
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
        begotten, not made,
        of one being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
        and became truly human.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
    He suffered death and was buried.
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the Lord, the giver of life,
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
        who in unity with the Father and the Son 
            is worshiped and glorified,
        who has spoken through the prophets.
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(Be seated)
Prayer of the Church
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace.
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith.
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life.
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.
 
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous.
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.
 
Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness.
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk216248009][bookmark: _Hlk184633732][bookmark: _Hlk177376831][bookmark: _Hlk218506338][bookmark: _Hlk217723598][bookmark: _Hlk214268435][bookmark: _Hlk212455805][bookmark: _Hlk211934329][bookmark: _Hlk210639552][bookmark: _Hlk208824833][bookmark: _Hlk204591575][bookmark: _Hlk200962768][bookmark: _Hlk199753996][bookmark: _Hlk194314293][bookmark: _Hlk182820888][bookmark: _Hlk178587283][bookmark: _Hlk136332520][bookmark: _Hlk133829678][bookmark: _Hlk126571400][bookmark: _Hlk123637063][bookmark: _Hlk121128449][bookmark: _Hlk119316447][bookmark: _Hlk116893756][bookmark: _Hlk116289993][bookmark: _Hlk102987599][bookmark: _Hlk107817623][bookmark: _Hlk173747722][bookmark: _Hlk165279211][bookmark: _Hlk156814016][bookmark: _Hlk153183730][bookmark: _Hlk150161277][bookmark: _Hlk149554630][bookmark: _Hlk142902967]OFFERING:             The offerings are brought forward to the altar. 

[bookmark: _Hlk216247971][bookmark: _Hlk184634060]Keep in Your Prayers: Harley Dorsey, Matt Dubey, Carol Henning,  Ginny Verch, Gary Wichman and Dick Zellmer.
THE SACRAMENT
(Stand)
Preface	CW 165
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
Holy, Holy, Holy	CW 167
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you.
 
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
O Christ, Lamb of God	CW 169
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. Amen.

(Be seated)
Distribution Hymn: All Men Living Are But Mortal	CW 840
1	All men living are but mortal
    and will surely fade as grass;
only through death’s gloomy portal
    to eternal life we pass.
When this body here has perished,
then will heav’nly joys be cherished
    where the saints, in glorious dress,
    live and reign in righteousness.

2	Therefore, when my God shall choose it,
    willingly I’ll yield my life,
nor will grieve that I should lose it,
    with its sorrow, pain, and strife.
In my dear Redeemer’s merit
peace has found my troubled spirit,
    and in death my comfort this:
    Jesus’ death my source of bliss.

3	Jesus for my sake descended
    my salvation to obtain:
death and hell for me are ended,
    peace and hope are now my gain.
With great joy I leave earth’s sadness
for the home of heav’nly gladness,
    where I shall forever see
    God, the Holy Trinity.
4	There is joy beyond our telling,
    where so many saints have gone;
thousands, thousands, there are dwelling,
    worshiping before the throne.
There the angel hosts are shining,
evermore in chorus joining:
    “Holy, holy, holy, Lord!
    Triune God, by all adored!”

5	Patriarchs of sacred story
    and the prophets there are found;
twelve apostles, bright with glory,
    on twelve seats are there enthroned.
All the saints that have ascended
age on age, through time extended,
    there in blissful concert sing
    hallelujahs to their King.

6	O Jerusalem, how glorious
    are your heav’nly mansions fair!
I can hear the tones victorious
    ever sweetly sounding there.
Oh, the bliss that there surprises!
Look, my soul, the sun now rises,
    and the breaking day I see
    that shall never end for me.

7	Now I see what here was told me,
    see that wondrous glory shine,
feel the spotless robes enfold me,
    know a golden crown is mine.
Thus before the throne so glorious
now I stand, a soul victorious,
    filled with purest joy and peace
    that in Christ shall never cease.
Text: J. G. Albinus, 1624–1679; (sts. 1–4, 6–7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 5): unknown, alt.      Text: Public domain

(Stand)

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn: You Are the Way; through You Alone	CW 514
1	You are the way; thro’ you alone
    can we the Father find;
in you, O Christ, has God revealed
    his heart and will and mind.

2	You are the truth; your Word alone
    true wisdom can impart;
you only can inform the mind
    and purify the heart.

3	You are the life; the empty tomb
    proclaims your conqu’ring arm,
and those who put their trust in you
    nor death nor hell shall harm.

4	You are the way, the truth, the life;
    grant us that way to know,
that truth to keep, that life to win
    whose joys eternal flow.
Text: George W. Doane, 1799–1859, alt.                      Text: Public domain
[bookmark: _Hlk219363401][bookmark: _Hlk218672284][bookmark: _Hlk216803765][bookmark: _Hlk219208306][bookmark: _Hlk212574694][bookmark: _Hlk217900807]Announcements
Spring Banquet: The Ladies Aid is holding a spring banquet again this year on May 12th. All women of the congregation and their guests are invited. It will be a potluck again. Please sign up on the sheet by the library if you plan to attend, we only need this for a table count. 
[image: ]
May 1st Movie Matinee 
[image: Text Box 20, Textbox]A Christian college freshman and his atheist philosophy professor debate the existence of God. To pass the course, Josh Wheaton must prove to the class that God is alive. Putting his relationships and his future on the line, will Josh be able to support his beliefs? Court is now in session!

The May 9th “Noisy Offerings will be for Mt. Zion Lutheran (our church). Your donation will help support our various missions, programs, schools and monthly costs. As always, we appreciate your generous contributions.

Orphan dishes: Please pick up any dishes you may have left in the kitchen during soup suppers. Any dishes left after May 2 will be donated to Second Impressions. 

[bookmark: _Hlk201074271][bookmark: _Hlk217891204]Mailbox and table: The April Forward In Christ is available and also the March 1, 2026-May 30, 2026 Meditations are available. March calendars are also available.

If you would like the Lord’s Supper privately, please contact Pastor Kurt Hagen at 651-764-3901, or by email pastorkhagen@gmail.com.

[bookmark: _Hlk29804634]The Helping Hands Ministry is ready to serve the needs of our members. Please contact one of the following if you or someone you know needs assistance: Joanne Gregor at 920-896-1518 and Lisa Tremore at 920-229-1297.
[bookmark: _Hlk214267441]For Your Information
Attendance 4/25/2026              71           
   Offerings for 4/25/2026    $4,399.38
Year to Date (thru April 25th).
Income : $53,115.85
Expenses : $68,289.50
Shortfall: $15,173.65
Our planned budget for this time frame was $77,316.56.

Serving Our Lord
        Thank you to everyone for your service to our Lord!

Ushers:  
May 2&9: Ken Hielke, Todd Zellmer, Jonathan Zellmer, Dustin  Zellmer
May 16 & 23: Dave Smith, Josh Niemuth, Justin Niemuth
May 30 & June 6: Mark Roeder, Ferd Roeder, Jason Roeder

PowerPoint: 
May 2: Jan Ohlrich
May 9: Jo Meeker
May 16: Kari Hielke

[bookmark: _Hlk199233558]May Communion Set up: Robin Sitter
May Communion Clean up: Jan Ohlrich, Deb Picciotino

[image: A cartoon character holding a calendar

Description automatically generated]
Saturday (2nd)	9:30 AM Junior Youth 
	5:00 PM Worship with Communion
Wednesday	6: 15 PM Choir Practice
Thursday	9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 
Saturday (5/2)	5:00 PM Worship Service with Communion
	Noisy Offering
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