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Mt. Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Ripon, WI – 
Pastor R. Dietsche
393 Savior, When in Dust to You	CW 393
1	Savior, when in dust to you
low we bow in homage due,
    when, repentant, to the skies
    scarce we lift our weeping eyes,
O, by all your pains and woe
suffered once for us below,
    bending from your throne on high,
    hear our penitential cry!

2	By your helpless infant years,
by your life of want and tears,
    by your days of deep distress
    in the savage wilderness,
by the dread, mysterious hour
of th’‿insulting tempter’s pow’r,
    turn, O turn a fav’ring eye,
    hear our penitential cry!

3	By your hour of dire despair,
by your agony of prayer,
    by the cross, the nail, the thorn,
    piercing spear, and torturing scorn,
by the gloom that veiled the skies
o’er the dreadful sacrifice,
    listen to our humble sigh,
    hear our penitential cry!

4	By your deep expiring groan,
by the sad sepulchral stone,
    by the vault whose dark abode
    held in vain the rising God,
O, from earth to heav’n restored,
mighty, reascended Lord,
    bending from your throne on high,
    hear our penitential cry!
Text: Robert Grant, 1779–1838, abr., alt.
Text: Public domain

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Confession	CW 154
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen.
402 Glory Be to Jesus	CW 402
1	Glory be to Jesus,
    who in bitter pains
poured for me the lifeblood
    from his sacred veins.

2	Grace and life eternal
    in that blood I find;
blest be his compassion,
    infinitely kind.

3	Blest through endless ages
    be the precious stream
which from endless torment
    did the world redeem.

4	Abel’s blood for vengeance
    pleaded to the skies,
but the blood of Jesus
    for our pardon cries.

5	Oft as earth exulting
    lifts its praise on high,
angel hosts rejoicing
    make their glad reply.

6	Lift we, then, our voices,
    swell the mighty flood;
louder still and louder
    praise the precious blood!
Text: Italian, c. 18th cent., abr.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–1878, alt.
Text: Public domain

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always forgive those who turn to you. Create in us such new and contrite hearts that we may truly repent of our sins and obtain your full and gracious pardon; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Day Ash Wednesday
Let us pray.

Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always forgive those who turn to you. Create in us such new and contrite hearts that we may truly repent of our sins and obtain your full and gracious pardon; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading	Joel 2: 12-19
12 Even now, declares the LORD,
    return to me with all your heart,
    with fasting and weeping and grief.
13 Tear your heart and not your clothing.
    Return to the LORD your God,
    for he is gracious and compassionate,
    slow to anger and abounding in mercy,
    and he relents from sending disaster.
14 Who knows?
    He may turn and have pity and leave behind a blessing—
    grain offerings and drink offerings for the LORD your God.
15 Blow the ram’s horn in Zion.
    Set aside a day for fasting.
    Call a solemn convocation.
16 Gather the people.
    Consecrate the assembly.
    Bring together the elders.
    Gather the children, even those nursing at the breast.
    Let the bridegroom leave his room,
    and the bride her chamber.
17 Let the priests, who minister before the LORD,
    weep between the temple porch and the altar.
    Let them say:
        Have compassion on your people, O LORD.
        Do not subject the inheritance you have given us to the scorn of the nations.
        Do not make us notorious among the nations as an object of ridicule.
        Why should they say among the peoples,
        “Where is their God?”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
51D God, Be Merciful to Me	Psalm 51D
1	God, be merciful to me,
on your grace I rest my plea;
    your compassions overflow,
    blot out my transgressions now;
wash me, make me pure within,
cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin.

2	My transgressions I confess,
grief and guilt my soul oppress;
    I have sinned against your grace
    and provoked you to your face;
I confess your judgment just,
speechless, in your mercy trust.

3	I am evil, born in sin;
you desire all truth within.
    You alone my Savior are,
    teach your wisdom to my heart;
make me pure, your grace bestow,
wash me whiter than the snow.

4	Broken, humbled to the dust
by your wrath and judgment just,
    let my contrite heart rejoice
    and in gladness hear your voice;
from my sins, O hide your face,
blot them out in boundless grace.

5	Gracious God, my heart renew,
make my spirit right and true;
    let me not abandoned be,
    let your Spirit dwell in me;
your salvation’s joy impart,
steadfast make my willing heart.

Second Reading                                                               2 Peter 1:2-11	
	2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.
3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through the knowledge of him who called us by his own] glory and excellence. 4 Through these he has given us his precious and great promises so that through them you may share in the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that sinful lust causes in the world.
5 And, for this very reason, after applying every effort, add moral excellence to your faith. To moral excellence, add knowledge. 6 To knowledge, add self-control. To self-control, add patient endurance. To patient endurance, add godliness. 7 To godliness, add brotherly affection. And to brotherly affection, add love. 8 For if you have these qualities and they are increasing, they are going to keep you from being idle or unfruitful in regard to your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 Indeed, the person who lacks these qualities is shortsighted and, in fact, blind, because he has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.
10 Therefore, brothers, be more eager to make your calling and election sure for yourselves. For if you do these things, you will never stumble. 11 In fact, in this way you will be richly supplied with an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

God, Be Merciful to Me	Psalm 51D
(Cont’d)
6	Sinners then shall learn from me
and to God restored shall be;
    Savior, all my guilt remove,
    and my tongue shall sing your love;
touch my silent lips, O Lord,
and my mouth shall praise accord.

7	No attempted sacrifice
has acceptance in your eyes;
    broken hearts are in your sight
    more than sacrificial rite;
contrite spirit, pleading cries,
you, O God, will not despise.

8	Prosper Zion in your grace
and her broken walls replace;
    then our righteous sacrifice
    shall delight your holy eyes;
freewill off’rings, gladly made,
on your altar shall be laid.
Text: Psalter, 1912, alt.
Text: Public domain
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel & Sermon Text:	Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21
	1“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.
	2“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
	5“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 6But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
	16“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
	19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
 
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
650 From Depths of Woe, Lord God, I Cry	CW 650
1	From depths of woe, Lord God, I cry;
    O hear my humble pleading!
Listen in mercy to my sigh,
    my prayer for rescue heeding!
Were you, O Lord, to fix your gaze
on our rebellious, sinful ways,
    then who could stand before you?

2	What we have done on our best day
    is flawed from its beginning;
only your grace can clear away
    the guilt of all our sinning.
Before you pride must disappear;
each soul must live in rev’rent fear,
    upon your grace relying.

3	Thus any merit of my own
    is void and unavailing;
I trust in God and God alone,
    he is my hope unfailing.
Since he is good, I soon will see
the comfort he has promised me;
    I wait for its arrival.

4	If it delays into the night
    or waits until tomorrow,
my heart will lean on God’s great might,
    discarding doubt and sorrow.
The Spirit of the Lord is near,
providing strength to persevere;
    depend on God to help you!

5	Although our sin is great indeed,
    the grace of God is greater;
no loss we suffer can exceed
    the help of our Creator.
Our shepherd good and true is he,
who will at last his people free
    from all their sin and sorrow.
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716381

Sermon Text:          Zechariah 1:1-6
1 In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo. 2 The LORD was very angry with your forefathers. 3 Therefore, now you are to tell this people that this is what the LORD of Armies says to them.
Return to me, declares the LORD of Armies, and I will return to you, says the LORD of Armies. 4 Do not be like your forefathers, to whom the earlier prophets proclaimed, “This is what the LORD of Armies says. Return, return from your evil ways and from your evil deeds.”
But our forefathers did not listen, nor did they pay attention to me, declares the LORD. 5 Your forefathers—where are they now? And those prophets—did they go on living indefinitely? 6 But my words and my statutes, which I commanded to my servants the prophets, caught up with our forefathers, didn’t they? Then they returned and said, “Because of our ways and our deeds, the LORD of Armies has done to us just as he planned to do to us.”

Sermon Theme:                              “Return to Me”
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
        maker of heaven and earth,
        of all that is,
        seen and unseen.
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
        eternally begotten of the Father,
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
        begotten, not made,
        of one being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
        and became truly human.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
    He suffered death and was buried.
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the Lord, the giver of life,
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
        who in unity with the Father and the Son 
            is worshiped and glorified,
        who has spoken through the prophets.
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.
538 Jesus, My Great High Priest	CW 538
1	Jesus, my great High Priest,
    offered his blood and died;
my guilty conscience seeks
    no sacrifice beside.
His pow’rful blood did once atone,
and now it pleads before the throne.

2	To Christ, my substitute,
    will I commit my cause;
he answers and fulfills
    his Father’s broken laws.
Behold my soul at freedom set—
my Jesus paid the dreadful debt!

3	My advocate appears
    for my defense on high;
a gracious Father hears
    and lays his thunder by.
Not all that hell or sin can say
shall turn his heart, his love, away.

4	Should all the hosts of death
    and pow’rs of hell unknown
put their most dreadful forms
    of rage and mischief on,
I shall be safe, for Christ displays
superior pow’r and guardian grace.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, abr., alt.
Text: Public domain
Prayer of the Church Ash Wednesday
M:	Holy and righteous God, as we begin again the solemn spiritual journey of Lent, we come before you in deep humility.. Because of our sins, we deserve only your wrath and punishment. Yet you reveal yourself, not only as a God of holiness and justice but as a God of mercy and love. 
C:	Lord, have mercy on us for your holy name’s sake.
M:	You have revealed your love and mercy for us sinners in Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. You sent him into our world to be the atoning sacrifice for the sins of all people. Help us grasp by faith the great truth that the pain and suffering, the mockery and ridicule, and the death and punishment he endured should have been ours. Help us understand that in incomprehensible love he suffered and died for us.
C:	Lord, have mercy on us for Jesus’ sake.
M:	God of grace and mercy, may your Spirit continue to be with us as we follow the way of the cross. As we partake of  our Lord’s  holy Supper and in the weeks to come contemplate the story of our Savior’s passion, build us up in our faith. Renew in us the zeal to serve you by reflecting your love in our lives. Give us the desire and the ability to boldly proclaim the grace in which we stand, so that all for whom you lived and died may join us in fellowship now and in your presence forever. 
Amen. 
Offering
The Sacrament
Preface	CW 165
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
Holy, Holy, Holy	CW 167
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Before  we celebrate the Lord's Supper we thank you that you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
O Christ, Lamb of God	CW 169
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. Amen.
Just as I Am, without One Plea	CW 814
1	Just as I am, without one plea
but that thy blood was shed for me
and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

2	Just as I am and waiting not
to rid my soul of one dark blot,
to thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

3	Just as I am, though tossed about
with many’‿a conflict, many’‿a doubt,
fightings and fears within, without,
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

4	Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;
sight, riches, healing of the mind,
yea, all I need, in thee to find,
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

5	Just as I am, thou wilt receive,
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
because thy promise I believe,
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

6	Just as I am; thy love unknown
has broken ev’ry barrier down;
now to be thine, yea thine alone,
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871
Text: Public domain
Christ, the Life of All the Living	CW 396
1	Christ, the life of all the living,
    Christ, the death of death, our foe,
who, thyself for me once giving
    to the darkest depths of woe:
through thy suff’rings, death, and merit
I eternal life inherit.
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
    dearest Jesus, unto thee.

2	Thou, ah! Thou hast taken on thee
    bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;
pain and scorn were heaped upon thee,
    O thou sinless Son of God!
Thus didst thou my soul deliver
from the bonds of sin forever.
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
    dearest Jesus, unto thee.

3	Thou hast borne the smiting only
    that my wounds might all be whole;
thou hast suffered, sad and lonely,
    rest to give my weary soul;
yea, the curse of God enduring,
blessing unto me securing.
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
    dearest Jesus, unto thee.

4	Heartless scoffers did surround thee,
    treating thee with cruel scorn,
and with piercing thorns they crowned thee.
    All disgrace thou, Lord, hast borne
that as thine thou mightest own me
and with heav’nly glory crown me.
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
    dearest Jesus, unto thee.

5	Thou hast suffered men to bruise thee
    that from pain I might be free;
falsely did thy foes accuse thee:
    thence I gain security.
Comfortless thy soul did languish
me to comfort in my anguish.
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
    dearest Jesus, unto thee.

6	Thou hast suffered great affliction
    and hast borne it patiently,
even death by crucifixion,
    fully to atone for me.
Thou didst choose to be tormented
that my doom should be prevented.
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
    dearest Jesus, unto thee.

7	Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
    for thy sorrows deep and sore,
for thine anguish in the garden,
    I will thank thee evermore,
thank thee for thy groaning, sighing,
for thy bleeding and thy dying,
    for that last triumphant cry
    and shall praise thee, Lord, on high.
Text: Ernst C. Homburg, 1605–1681, abr.; (sts. 1–2, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (sts. 3–4, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, alt.
Text: Public domain

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
Now the Light Has Gone Away	CW 784 sts. 3–5
3	Let my near and dear ones be
safe with you eternally.
O bring me and all I love
to your happy home above.

4	Now my evening praise I give;
you once died that I might live.
All your precious gifts are free—
oh, how good you are to me!

5	Ah, my best and kindest Friend,
you will love me to the end.
Let me love you more and more,
always better than before.
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–1879, alt.
Text: Public domain
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